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It will been seen by reference to our abstract 
of the proceedings. of the senate, that Mr. Rives 
has offered a substitute for Mr. Wright’s sub-trea- 

bill. 
— The house of representatives has reversed the 
decision made at the extra session in relation to 
Messrs. Gholson and Clatborn, and decided that those 
gentlemen are not entitled to their seats. See 


page 368. 





SPANISH COMMISSION. From the Globe of Thurs- 
day night. The commission for adjusting the claims 
of our merchants for indemnity under the conven- 
tion between the United States and Spain, closed 
its session of eighteen months this day. The du- 
ties of Mr. Henry (being sole commissioner) have 
heen arduous, and occupied his unremitted atten- 
tion tothe lastday. The propriety of extending 
the commission to this day is manifest from the 
fact stated to us, that the memorial of the largest 
claimant was not filed until Saturday last. We are 
informed that the whole amount awarded, except 
about eight thousand dollars, goes to merchants and 
underwriters north of the Potomac. 





TREAsURY DEPARTMENT, 
February, 1, 1838. 

The treasury notes issued up to this date, under 
the provisions of the act of congress of 12th Oc- 
tober, 1837, entitled ‘an act to authorize the issue 
of treasury notes,’’ amount to $4,485,904 28. 

The amount received for duties, and in payment 
of debts, as appears by the returns made up to the 
same period, is about $1,521,500. 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
secrelary of the treasury. 





Missrsstppr. The hon. James Trotler, a friend 
of the administration, has been elected a senator 
from the state of Mississippi, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of the hon. John 
Black. For Mr. Trotter 62; Bodley 32; Hud- 


son 25. 





AsoLitiontsts. The abolition state convention 
which recently assembled at Harrisburg, Pa., peti- 
lloned the house of representatives for the use of 
their hall to deliver abolition lectures. The appli- 
cation was refused by the following vote: 
-YEAS—Messrs. Beaty, Chamberlain of Cambria, 
Crabb, Diller, Dillingham, Khrman, Farrelly, Fell, Funk 
llarshe, Herr, Hinchman, Ivins, Karns, Keim, Kendig, 
Kettlewell, McClaren, Mcllvain of Chester, Morton, 
fassmore, Penniman, Reed of Erie, Richardson, Saw- 
dey, Stevens and Walker—27. 

NAYS—Messr:. Brooks, Carpenter, Chamberlain of 
Lrawford, Clark, Calhoun, Coplan, Crispin, Cunning- 
iam, Dimmieck of Pike, Dimock of Susquehanna, Erd- 
nan, Espy, Fegely, Garretson, Geiger, Gilmore, Gold- 
smith, Gorgas, Hill of Berks, Hiil of Westmoreland, 
pees Hook, Hopkins, Hughes, James, Killinger, Krebs, 
neg Leech, Longaker, Love, McClelland, McEI- 
ree, Morrison, Park, Porter, Pray, Reed, of Philadel- 
pay Reynolds of a he es Ritter, Ryan, Se- 
hea Shorswood, Shearer, Shorts, Sipes, Stark, Stro- 
“ckery Taylor, Thompson, Walborn, Wilson, Wood- 
“th, Yearick, Yost, Dewart, Speaker—56. 





_ PROM FLortpa. The latest news from Florida, 
( Cotained in the following from the Savannah 
5a Of the 28th ult. 

' ss steam packet Forester, Capt. Dillon, arriv- 
ae this morning from Garey’s ferry. From 
 Agy D. we derive the following intelligence, 
roe, ¥@ transmit by express mail, and hope to 
“Ve particulars fur our next. 

a Powell with about eighty men, including 
"TS, landed at Jupiter Inlet, and took a squaw; 
diane 4 them sie would carry them where the In- 
niles W Me encamped, which was about seven 
tians a Lieutenant P. attacked them, the In- 
When th urned the fire with a grest deal of spirit, 
tiller Ysa ran, and had it notbeen for the 
All the, a would all have been cut to pieces. 
illed. ni were wounded. Dr. Lightner was 
aul Tar he steamboats Charleston, Wm. Gaston, 
Waiting fe Boatwright, were at St. Johns bar, 
iver &. 0f favorable weather to proceed to Indian 
> Where they were ordered by Gen Jesup. 


n addit; d by 
Pecting ition to what we published yesterday, res- 
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dians, we give the following particulars, since 
communicated to us. Lieut. McRail was the name 
of the officer killed, and Lt. Harrison was wound- 
ed. There is little doubt that Dr. Leitner, former- 
ly of this city was the surgeon mentioned as kill- 
ed. The marines lost an ammunition boat, being 
compelled to abandon it, in their hasty retreat. 
Gen. Jesup had got on trail of a large body of In- 
dians, but want of provisions caused him to return 
to Fort Pierce. Gen. Hernandez and suite had 
started for St. Augustine. 


Extract of a letter from an officer of the U. S. army 
at fort Brook, Florida, under date of January 18, 
1838. 

“1 have just returned froin a tour of duty on the 
Suwanee and Withlacoochee, and have just heard 
of the fatal affair of the 25th of Decemher at Okee 
Chubbee lake. 

Col. Thompson was wounded in three places 
before he fell, either of which would have proved 
fatal. The first ball passed through the abdo- 
men to the left; the second, in the right breast; 
and the last through the chin and neck; evidently 
shot from atree. He fell in a sitting position and 
died instantly. 

‘Van Swearingen was shot in advance of his 
company, in the lower part of his neck, retired to 
the rear, raised both his hands above his head, and 
fell flaton his face, gave one groan, and was no 
more. 

‘Brooke was shot through the heart, aad died 
with a smile on his face. 

“‘Centre was shot through the head, from a tree, 
and died instantly. 

“Col. Gentry of Missouri, was shot through the 
body; the same ball passed through him and 
through his son’s arm, and then into atree. It was 
a musket ball. 

‘All these officers showed the greatest gallantry 
in the fight. Andrews was severely wounded, 
and Walker of the 6th, was literally shot to 
pieces: four balls passed through him, and several 
others grazed him. He is fast recovering, however, 
and is as manly under his severe wounds as he 
was brave in receiving them. He is a promising 
officer. 

“I have thus been particular in naming all these 
facts, as I know they will be interesting to you. It 
seems hard that so many brave spirits should fall in 
such an inglorious warfare. 

“The lives of all the Indians would not be suffi- 
cient to revenge one of these officers.” 


A letter from Charleston, S. C. dated January 
31, states that Oceola, the celebrated Indian chief, 
died at fort Moultrie, on the night previous, of an 
affection of the throat. 

The “Mercury” states that he had been sick for 
some time—when we saw him at the theatre, he 
looked sad and tired of the world. He was attack- 
ed with a catarrhal fever, but whether he felka vic- 
tim to the coimmon course of the disease, or to the 
harrassments of a vexed and disappointed spirit, is 
matter of doubt—probably a combination of the 
two. He had the best medical attendance and we 
believe was in nothing negkected—but it would not 
do—his proud and unconquerable;spirit refused to 
be chained to acaptivé body. We shall not write 
his epitaph or his funeral oration, yet is thefe some- 
thing in the character of this man not ietvorthy of 
the respect of the world. From a vagabond child, 
he became the master spirit of a léng and desperate 
war. He made himself—no man owed less to acci- 
dent. Bold and decisive in action, deadly but con- 
sistent in hatred, dark in revenge, cool, subtle, saga- 
cious in council, he established gradually and surely 
a resistless ascendancy over his adoptive tribe, by 
the daring of his deeds, the constancy of his hos- 
tility to the whites, and the profound craft of his 
policy. In council he spoke little—he made the 
other chiefs his instruments, and what they deli- 
vered in public, was the secret suggestion of the 
invisible master, Such was Oceola, who will be 
long remembered as the man that with the feeblest 


means produced the most terrible effects. 





From Canapa. The only authentic intelligence 


the collector of the District of Cuyahoga, which we 
find in the “Globe.” That paper also states that 
the arms seized belonged to the state of New York, 
and that the expedition under lieutenant col. Worth 
was accompanied by a volunteer force and a civil 
officer from that state. 

Cleaveland, Ohio, Jan. 24, 1838. 

Sir:I have to inform you that the steamboat 
Robert Fulton, commanded by lieutenant Homans, 
of the navy, arrived here this morning, on her way 
from Buffalo to Detroit, having on board a large body 
of United States troops, under command of colonel 
Worth, of the army. The object of this expedi- 
tion is to suppress the violations of our neutrality, 
which are now taking place on or near the Detroit 
river. 

From the latest information obtained from that 
quarter, it appears that from 500 to 1000 men are 
organized on Gibralter, (an American island,) at 
the mouth of Detroit river, and cpposite Malden, U. 
C. with the avowed intent of invading the Province 
of Upper Canada. I am quite certain that the Ro- 
bert Fulton will be able to reach the scene of these 
operations by 9 o’clock this evening, though the 
weather has been, for two days past, extremely 
cold,and a considerable quantity of ice has accum- 
ulated inthe upper part of the lake. The Robert 
Fulton left Buffalo on Sunday evening last. On 
Monday morning she touched at the port of Dun- 
kirk, from whence the troops embarked, and march- 
ed to the village of Fredonia, four miles in the in- 
terior. Here were concentrated about 300 men of 
the forces lately on Navy Island, with all the can- 
non and munitions saved from Navy Island. Col. 
Worth was enabled to seize all their arms and mu- 
nitions, amounting to about 390 stand of arms, and 
safely secured them on board of the boat. 

The steamboat New England had been chartered 
at Buffalo to transport the forces concentrated at 
Fredonia to the scene of offensive operations on the 
Detroit river, but has been prevented by General 
Scott. The New England is now in the service of 
the government, and will proceed up the lake to- 
morrow, as far as Erie, at least. 

To aid in the operations of these steamboats, I 
have ordered all the light houses under my superin- 
tendence to be lighted up, which for several weeks 
have been suspended by the close of navigation. , 

In haste, &c. 

General Sutherland, some of whose belligerant or- 
ders we have inserted below, was arrested at De- 
troit on the 12th ult. for an alleged violation of the 
U. S. laws in setting on foot a military expeditiom 
from this country against the dominions of Great 
Britain. After a full examinatioy; he was lJiberat- 
ed. But in the Detroit Advertiser of the 18th we 
find the following. : 

“<A second arrest. Yesterday.afternoon general 
Sutherland was again breught ‘before judge Wil- 
kins, for an alleged violation.of the act of congress, 
in beginning, setting on foot, and providing the 
means fora military enterprise against the province 
of Upper Canada. On testimony forwarded from 
New York, showing probable cause, the judge, af- 
ter argument, held him to bail in $5000, and secu- 
rity inlikesum. Mr. Curtis Emerson offered him- 
self, justified, and was accepted. Gen. S.is bound 
to appear at the circuit court of the northern dis- 
trict of New York, the offence having been com- 
mitted there.” 

At the last advices all was quiet at Detroit. The 
steamboat New England had returned to Cleave- 
land from that port, having encountered ice among 
the islands at the upper end of the lake. 

The following are specimens of the orders issued 
by general Sutherland. 

DESPATCH (No. 2.) 

To gen. R. Van Ransselear, commander in chief of 

the Patriot forces of Upper Canada. 
HEAD QUARTERS, 2d division, 
Bois Blanc, U. C., Jan. 9th, 1838. 

Dear Sir: I have the gratification of informing 


you, that I have accomplished, in behalf of Canadian 
i 


berty, much more than I had advised you, ina 


former despatch, I had reason to expect; and that 
on the 7th instant I found myself at the head ofa 


very respectable and gallant force of armed patriots, 


ready to “do ordie”’ for our cause. With this force 


at an early hour this morning, I affected a landing, 
under cover of some pieces of artilery, mounted on 








les und € fight between the detachment of ma- 
yg lieutenant Powell, and a body of In- 
on. LIII--Sre. 23. 


received since our last from the scene of revolt, is 
contained in the following extract of a letter from 


a small schooner, and pulled down the eneiny’s flag, 
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and hoisted our star-spangled tri-color, without 
firing a shot with our small arms. 

Last evening after I had ewbarked the force under 
my command, I proceeded in a barge to rec6nnoitre 
this island and the town of Malden, which lies ad- 
jacent, when I discovered that the enemy’s force, 
consisting of about two hundred, principally ne- 
groes and Indians, were concentrated on the island, 
and immediately endeavored to get up our boats, 
with the men and dislodge them; but, owing to the 
current of the stream, and the wind, both of which 
were against us, we were unable to effect a landing 
until about 7 o’clock in the morning, when the 
enemy fled, after having fired a few shots at us 
without effect, being satisfied with a discharge or 
two from a six pounder mounted on one of our 
boats. 

So precipitate were the enemy to get beyond the 
reach of our guns, that they ran off, leaving us the 
most of their camp equipage—a large quantity of 
provisions and stores, with some munitions. The 
officers, so great was their hurry, left their wine 
glasses, with a few bottles, on the tables—which | 
presume, was furnished them at the expense of the 
queen, as the tories term that which they plunder 
from the people. 

In the operations I have thus far commenced, I 
have been very ably seconded and assisted by gen. 
Thelier, colonels McKinney and Dodge of the in- 
fantry, aud colonel Brophey of the engineers, and 
many other gallant and spirited officers who are 
with ime. 

Enclosed herewith, marked A. B, C., I send you 
copies of proclamations issued by me, which will 
isle you of the course I intend to pursue in my 
co-operation with you in behalf of Canadian li- 


berty. ; 
With the prospects I now have before me, I think 
you may rely upon my very speedy co-operation 
with you. And with the assistance of Divine Pro- 
vidence, fighting not for power or mercenary ob- 
jects, but for the common cause of all mankind— 
the principles of free self-government—succeEss will 


Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
TH. J. SUTHERLAND, 
Brig. gen. of the Patriot army, 
U. C. incommand, 
PROCLAMATION, 
To the deluded supporters of British tyranny in 
Upper Canada, 

You are required to lay down your arms, and re- 
turn quietly to your homes. The patriot army of 
Upper Canada desire not bloodshed. We fight only 
for liberty, and public and personal safety. 

Your persons and property shall be protected, all 
your private rights preserved to you, your homes 
secured, your possessions untouched, on condition 
that you yield up your weapons and retire to your 
accustomed occupations. 

You are now enjoying a moiety of liberty vouch- 
safed to you from motives of caprice or interest on 
the part of your rulers. We will secure to you all 
the blessings of freedom by a permanent and honor- 
able tenure. 

Avoid then the horrors of war. Enrage not sol- 
diers already exasperated by oppression. Save 
yourselves from violence, and your property from 
confiscation. Cease resistance, and all will be well 
with you. TH. J. SUTHERLAND, 

Brig. gen. commanding 2d division. | 
Patriot army, U. C. 
Head Quarters, 2nd division, 
Bois Blanc, U. C. Jan. 10th, 1838. 





From the Army and Navy Chronicle. 


Orricers oF THE ARMY AND Navy. Our 
rofessional avocation for the last five years have 
broaight us much into contact, both personally and 
by correspondence, with officers of the army and 
navy, and we can with perfect sincerity bear testi- 
mony to the truth of the following deservedly just 
tribute from the Philadelphia National Gazette. 
“The admirable characteristics which are ac- 
corded to military and naval gentlemen; their ge- 
nerous bearing elevated probity, and prompt, invar- 
iable courtesy, are eminently distinctive traits of the 
army and navy officers of the country. We speak 
from considerable experience. Ithas been our good 
fortune always to have a very large number of such 
officers on our list of readers, especially military 
gentlemen in the south and south-west, and along 
the western frontier line; and during our long inter- 
course with them we have steadily enjoyed at their 
hand perfect urbanity, considerate delicacy, and 
business prompitude—never receiving from them a| 
word of petulance, an act of neglect, ora breath of | 
dictation. Our contempvraries understand, if the | 
public do not, the enviabie grace and value of such 
friends to a Gazette; how they recompense its toils, 
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too often thankless, and its independence, too often 
unrequiled.” 





Tozsacco. We are informed that some of the 
tobacco growers on the western shore of Mary- 
land have written to their agents in this city mak- 
ing inquiries as to the correctness of a statement 
recently pubiished in the National Intelligencer, in 
relation to the contract made with the French go- 
vernment for supplying the royal manufactories 
with tobacco. The following is the statement al- 
luded to:— 
“New York, Dec. 3. 

The principal merchants of Paris have received 
the decision of the minister of finance on their ten- 
ders for supplying the royal manufactories with 
foreign tobacco. The quantities demanded for 
1838 were 3,308,857 lbs. of Maryland; 4,514,250 
lbs. of Kentucky, and 3,300,550 of Virginia, all of 
the first quality and of the growth of 1836-1837.— 
The contract for the Virginia was awarded to G. 
Odier & Co. at 109 franes the quintal, or 100 lbs. 
weight; the Kentucky to Fould & Co. at 99f. 85c. 
and the Maryland to M. Piscatory at 165f. 

We have been called upon by a gentleman con- 
nected with the business of supplying the Mary- 
land tobacco, and requested to correct two impor- 
tant errors in the above statement, in order that the 
planteisin this state may not be misled. Of the 
whole quantity of Maryland to bacco required, only 
about 300,000 Ibs. are to be of the first quality, 


105f. Inthe second place the prices are so much 
per killogram of 220 Ibs and not per quintal of 100 
Ibs. as stated above. Balt. American, Jan. 22. 


Annual report of the inspector of leaf tobacco of 
the city of New York, for the year1837. 
Tobacco inspected in the city and county of New 
York, in the year 1837, with the average price 
per pound, and probable value thereof, viz: 
3,675 hhds of Kentucky, merchant- 
able, nett weight 4,410,008, 
at 7 cts. 

1,996 ‘© do. unmerchantable, nett 
weight 2,395,266, at 33 cts. 


$308,700 00 


83,833 00 





683 ** Virginia,nett weight 1,056- 
200, at 7 cts. 75,934 00 

419 ** QOhio and Maryland, nett 
weight 335,200, at 6 ets. 20,112 00 
6,773 * weighing 8,199,600, value $486,578 00 





Amount of gross receipts in 1837, $16,296 GO 
Expenses, 21,582 00 


which is contracted for at 165f.—the balance is at | 


The Louisville Journal dwells with force a), . 

fect upon this point, and, in reference to this aa 
has some striking and obvious remarks, drawn fron, 
the fact that, while we have not adequately raised 
the compensation of common school teachers jer. 
we are establishing, at great expense, schools {0 
the education of teachers. The Journal Pthtons 
very naturally, that if Kentucky will pay, at the 
proper rate, her common school masters, tie a 
York schools for teachers will educate for hy r, Com. 
petent men, who will, of course, seek the highest 
compensation for their services. ae 
We hope, while other States are thus wisely turn. 
ing their attention to this all-important subject of 
popular instruction, New York will not neglect it 
nor be satisfied to rest where she is, while otheys 


aiming so much higher. N.Y. American, 





Canats. The receipts for tolls on the Noy 
York canals during the year 1837, were as follows: 
Erie and Cham) Jain canal, $1,274,402 


{ 
B bY 





Oswego canal, 24.881 97 
Cayuga and Seneca canal, 16,648 77 
Chenango canal, 4955 89 
Chemung canal, 4.342 99 
| Crooked Lake canal, 1.547 6] 
Total receipts, 41,326,781 17 


During the yea! 1837 the receipts for toll, on the 
Pennsylvania canals and rail roads were as follows, 
viz:— 

State canals, 473,261 11 
* 25 ‘ 


Rail roads, 504 0] 
Schuylkill canal, GO4IS9 57 
Lehigh canal, 149.266 74 
Union canal, 107.520 37 


| 


Total receipts Pennsylvania, Si,619.811 50 
Total do. New York, 1.326.781 17 





Balance in favor of the Penn. works, %293.080 ¢3 

In the above statement we have included the tol's 
taken on the seven New York state canals. ard 
those on the Pennsylvania canals, the Columbia 
and Portage railroads, and the Schuylkill, Lehigh, 
and Union canals, as forming the | hi 
communication with the west. It will be perceiv- 
ed that although the improvements in the latter 
State are still incomplete, the revenue derived fiom 
them in 1837 exceeds those of our rival sister. New 
| York, nearly $300,000. [ Phil. Com. List. 


creat chain of 





REDUCTION OF LETTER PosTAGE. [nan ari 
cle in favor of the reduction of the existing rates of 
letter postage, the St. Louis Bulletin says— 








Loss, $5,285 00 
J.D. STEVENSON, inspector. 

New York, Jan. 3d, 1838. 

Among the items of expense, are as follows:— 
Rent $10,000; book-keeper, $1,000; deputy in- 
spectors and collector, $1.708; foreman, workmen 
and laborers, &6,682; nails, $631; headings, hoops, 
&e. $445; fuel, $58; cartage $140; lost and damag- 
ed tobacco; $73 





Common Scuoots. Public attention is much 
alive, we are glad to perceive, in many parts of the 
Union, on this momentous subject. We have al- 
ready stated the result of the state convention re- 
cently held at Trenton, New Jersey, and have fre- 
quently referred to the vigorous and systematic ef- 
forts making in that state, to introduce, and render 
as diffusive as possible, the advantages and bless- 
ings of popular instruction, on the only sound basis 
of morals and religion. 

In Kentucky, too, enkightened patriotism—not 
the brigand patriotism of the frontier, which steals 
arms that it may commit murder—is at work on 
the same Subject; and the Louisville Journal, ina 
series of ablg and well-reasoned editorial articles, 
is enforcing the duty of making ample provision for 
the establishment of the best models, of common 
schools in that state. 

In that paper of the 16th, is an excellent article, 
calculated to show, what, indeed, New York—with 
all her ample funds and long experience devoted 
to common schools has yet to learn, or at least, 
practically to adopt—that, as the foundation of a 
good system of popular instruction, the calling and 
the compensation of the teacher, must be raised.— 
We must pay better, and treat better, the men 
charged with forming the minds of youth, before 
we can obtain the right sort of instructors. In the 
social scale, their position should be looked upon 
as of the highest, and in the pecuniary scale they 
must be paid liberally, or at least as well relatively 
as men of other professions—or the right men can- 





not be had. 


The prosperous condition of the post office dec- 
| partinent, indicates that the present is an appro- 
| priate season for that reduction, which has so long 
| been considered a desideratum. ‘The surplus, al- 
ter defraying all expenses of the department, the 
last year, according to the seeretary’s report, Was 
1-5th of all the receipts: there is surely no demand 
| of revenue from the source, and the rates should 
be reduced proportionally to the excess. ne ol 
the most reasonable sources of apprehension of tu 
dissolution of our union may be considered the vast 
extent—the unwieldly magnitude of our territory, 
and that spirit of independence and tdiviave i 
—-that spirit of selfism and that absence of enlarged 
and generous sympathy of one section of the! nd 
with othersat a distance. One of the great objec's 
'to be attained, therefore, by that immense system 
of internal improvements, which is projects, 2 
is now going on throughout the country from ole 
extremity to the other, is not more the advance 
ment of commercial! interests, than the unity o! i! 
dividual and national feeling. - 
and other works of the character, may be joox"' 
upon as those bonds which are to bind the se fone 
of this empire land together; and just in propos!0! 
as those channels of infercourse are perfected, Jus" 
in that proporticn will the beneficial results cal 


4 ij 


anticipated, ensue. Who is not aware, that © 
interest felt by individual communities towards ce 
other, like the intercsts of individuals, is vitally a 
fected by contiguity and propinquity—that i 
aré sympathies now in play between the citizen 


. ° ° : : repays 220 
cistant points of our union, which ten yea’ 


had no existence, and for the single reason, and no 
other, that where intercommunication was tht this 
layed to months, it is now effected in days. +" y 
all of this has immediate bearing upon the subjet 


Every measure ¥ hich ott 
M Lat 


_ 


under consideration. 
conduce to this union of sentiment, and thoug 
and interest, and feeling, throughout the agppiapesD 
every thing which may have a tendency oo : 
those hydra headed sectional prejudices, whic) * 
exist to an extent so much to be regretted, 1S ©” 
tal importance to our national welfare. 4” 
and rapid letter conveyance is undoubtedly 0 


0 





Railroads, canais.] 
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these measures. The more reduced the rate of 
stage, the more extended will be the intercourse 
P the people, and the more active the sympathy of 
those citizens of one section with those of another. 
We deem the post office department in all its ar- 
rangements, as a bond of union, secondary to none 
other how in operation; and just in that ratio, as the 
speed, regularity, safety, and the hundred facilities 
connected with the transportation of the mail, are 
increased, just in that ratio will the beneficial re- 
sults it is calculated to effect, be accomplished. 





LAW sutT. Delano vs. Stockton §& Stokes. This was 
an actioa on the ease brought in Baitimore coun- 
ty court by the plaintiff azainst the defendant, to 
recover damages for ay injury sustained by the 
igintiif by reason of a collision occasioned by the 
jefendants’ coach being negligently driven against 
the coach of B ‘Itzhoover and company, in which 
the plaintiff was a passenger. Phe plaintilf’s proof 
was, that on the 19th day of November, 1833, the 
jefendants’ coach left Baltimore about 4 o’clock 
in the atternoon under the guidance of a drunken 
driver; that about seven o’elock in the afternoon, 
while the driver of the coach in which the plaintiif 


was progressing towards Baltimore at a moderate | subject to such rules and orders as may, from time 
ace, the driver became alarmed by the rapidity at'to time, be prescribed by the supreme judicial 


which the defendants’ coach appeared to be passing 
the bridge at Elk Ridge landing; at the time the 
driver of the coach in which the plaintiff was, 
heard the approach of the defendants’ coach, he 
was about seventy yards from the bridge; anxious 
for the safety of his coach and passengers, he had 
slackened the speed of his horses, and had turned 
his leaders into a side road, but had not time to 
bring his coach entirely to the by-road before the 
collision took place; the driver of the coach in 
which the plaintiif was, was badly hurt by the con- 
tact, and the plaintiif himself was so dreadfully 
bruised that his life was in imminent danger; 
the plaintii’ received a violent concussion of the 
brain, his face became black, and the blood stream- 
ed fron his eyes, nose, ears, and mouth, and for 
nearly a week he was left at a tavern on the road 
ina state of insensibility, though plaintiff? is now 
partially restored; yet, in consegnence of his 
wound, he is threatened with epilepsy, and his in- 
tellect is much impaired; the driver of the defend- 
ats? couch was seen drunk on his box soon after 
theaceident. The defendants attempted to prove 
that the driver of theircoach was not drunk on the 
nizht of the accident; that he bore the character of 
atemrerate inan; that he was passin.s the bridge at 
the nsaal gait of stage coach driver, and that 
thoazgh on the left hand side of the road, he 
dil not intringe the law of the road to “keep to 
the rizht,”? because the usage was for ail drivers at 


amine under oath, all the directors, oflicers, or 
agents of said corporations, in relation to the affairs, 
transactions, and condition of said corporations; and 
any director, officer, or agent, who shall refuse to 
testify when required, or who shall obstruct in any 
why any commissioner in the discharge of his duty, 
shail, on conviction, be subject toa fine not exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars. 

If, upon examination of any bank or provident 
institution for savings, a majority of the commis- 
sioners shall be of opinion that.the same is insol- 
vent, or that its condition is such as to render its 
further progress hazardous to the public, they may 
apply to some one of the justices of the supreme 
judicial court to issue an injunction to restrain 
such corporation from further proceeding with its 
business, and said justice shall after a hearing of 
the bank, if he think the public safety requires it, 
issue such process, and make such orders and de. 
crees, to suspend, restrain, or prohibit the further 
prosecuting of the business of such corporation, as 
may be needful in the premises, according to the 








that point to ta’s> the left hand side of the road, and 
that the driver of defendants’ could not have seen | 
or heard the driver of the coach in which plaintiif| 
wis. Verdict forthe plaintiff $2,500. 

Council for the plaintiff, R. N. Martin, Z. C. 
Lee and J. R. Cook, esqrs., who ably and eloqnent- 
ly pleaded for the rights of their client; and the | 
Biltimore bir inay well congratulate themselves 
01 the acquisition of so talented a member as Mr. | 
U.who his lately taken up his residence in this | 
ety, fron Virzinia. Counsel! for defendant, John | 
renn and Reverdy Johnson, esqrs., who made an 
ale defenea. [ Sua. 
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BANK Com™MissroONERS. The Boston Transcript 


has published the following synopsis of the bill re- 
ported to the senate of Massachusetts, providing for 
the appointment of bank commissioners: 

The coynmittee on banks and banking, in the 
Sate souate, who were directed to consider the ex- 
pedicney of providing by law for the appointment 
* commissioners to superintend the doings of the 
Several banks in the commonwealth, have reported | 
Vbill whieh provides for the appointment by the 
rovernor, with the advice of the council, of three 
“Hk commissioners, for the term of three years, 
(oe to go ont of office, and another to be substitu- 
m at the end of each year—the governor possess- 
‘iy also the power of removal, at any time, forneg- 
Sri duty, or other sufficient cause) who shall, 
‘Some one of them, at least once in every twelve 
Months, and as muc’ oftener as they may deem ex- 
hdtent, visit every vank and provident institution 
aly. incorperated by the commonwealth, 
es 4. free access to their vaults, books, and pa- 
fie nr thoroughly inspect and examine all the 
. ie said corporation, and make any and allsuch 
ya t@3 as may be necessary to ascertain the con- 
sO! said corporations, and their ability to ful- 
thee wee engazements made by them, and whether 
sca. c coinplied with the provisions of law ap- 

“{%ie to their transactions. 


‘cluding pay of engineers; $22,421 80; office ex- 





1@ com nissioners, or either of them, may ex- 


course of chancery proceedings, and at his discre- 
tion to appoint agents or receivers to take poses- 
sion of the property and effects of the corporation, 


court, or any justice thereof, in vacation. 

The commissioners in the month of December, 
annually, shall make a report to the governor, of 
the general conduct and condition of the corpora- 
tious visited by them; and in case any one or more 
of them have, in the opinion of the commission- 
ers, essentially violated any law of this common- 
wealth, they shall make a special report on the 
subject of such violation. 

The commissioners are empowered to employ 
a clerk, and are to receive per diem for 
each day of service, with allowance for travelling 
expenses as paid to the county commissioners. 
The governor may direct them to make a spe- 
c‘al examination, when he deems it necessary. 





NEW YORK AND ERIE RAIL ROAD CO. Through 
the politeness of the editors of the Albany Argus, we 
are in possession of the annual report ofthe directors 
of the New York and Erie Rail Road, from which 
we make the following abstract. 

The balance of cash on hand, atthe close of 1836, 
was $10, 449 86. During the year 1837, 2200 shares 
of the stock were disposed of, on 1355 of which, 
$29, 137 50 have been paid. On previous subscrip- 
tion, $59, 887 50 were paid this yeur. From other 


nicipal court on the 4th ulfimo.. The jury returned 
a special verdict that the defendant, in their opinion, 
was guilty of the various charges laid in the indict- 
ment, but that they return him not guilty on question 
of jurisdiction. [ Balt. Republican. 





Rarip satLinG. The brig Isaac McKim, captain 
Clarke, came up to-day, having made her passage 
from Valparaiso, in the remarkable short run of six- 
ty-five days. This vessel left here at the beginning 
of July last, and has thus made a voyage to Chili 
and back in less than seven months, Scasiieh like 
this, in a voyage of such length, is but rarely accom- 
plished. A Valy:araiso letter of 12th November, 
states that the Chilian forces had landed in Peru, 
and were aboutto enter Arequipa without opposi- 
ition. ~ [Balt American. 





AUBURN STATE PRISON. From a statement ap- 
pended to the annual report of the comptrollers of 
the state of New York, we find that the expendi- 
tures of the Auburn state prison, for the year end- 
lug Sept. 30, 1837, were $70,081 80. The earn- 
ings, during the same period, were $16,469 65, de- 
rived from the following sources: cooper’s shop 
$30,956 75; tool shop 1,312 45; cotton weaver’s 
shop 3,172 20; tailor’s shop 2,986 44; clock shop 
2,190 32; machine shop 4,769 06; comb shop 
3,696 81; hame shop 3,775 42; cabinet 4,946 40; 
carpet shop 3,583 72; shoe shop 4,426 70 ; stone shop 
4,525 35; smith’s shop 479 25; prison 968 53; 
visitor’s 1,676 25. The appropriations drawn from 
the state during the year were $25,000. The bal- 
ance of cashinthe hands of the agent, Sept. 30, 
was $1,220 16. 

The expenditures for the support of the Mount 
Pleasant state prison were $71,523 17. The balance 
in hands of the agent Sept. 30, 1836, was $27,827 32. 
22. The income for the year was $62,685 14, as 
follows: From Blacksmith’s shop $6,913 1; quar- 
ries and stone shop 8,740 85; oil and fuel 188 12; 
hat shop 3,528 20; shoe shop 6,620 30; interest 
525; provisions 642 50; saddlery hardware shop 
4349 25; chair bottom shop 4,951 08; cooper’s sho 
12, 883 90; house and farin 186 25; copper nailed 
boot shop 10 475 92; tool shop 2, 679 55; stationary 
135, $10,000 were paid into the treasury during the 
year. The balance now in the hands of the agent is 
8, 939 19. [American Sentinel. 





PENNSYLVANIA IMPROVEMENTS. By an official 
account recently rendered, it appears that this state 
has expended in canals and rail roads, Twenty 





sources, interest, rent, &c., the company have reali- 
zed $2, 056 60.— Total, $92, 531 46. | 

The expenditures for the year were S91, 524 7A, | 
as follows :—For grading, $60, 177 15; surveys, in- | 


penses, salaries, &c. $5,495 20; instruments for | 
engineer department, $1,033; interest, $793 92; | 
printing, stationary, and postages, $833 92; on ac- | 
count of land for road and stations, $495 84); trav-| 


lelling expenses, &c. $272 92. ‘Total, $91,524 74, 


leaving a balance of cash on hand, on the 31st Dec. 
of $1,000 72. 

The total number of shares subscribed for is about | 
25,332. The instalments thereon, amounting, in all | 
to 15 per cent. have been called in by the company, 
upon which calls cash has been received on 24,987 
to the amount of $325,907 50, leaving $45,897 50 
yet due. On about 845 shares, no cash has been 
received. 

The company have not, during the past year, put 
under contract any part of the line of their rail road 
in addition to the section of 494 miles in Delaware | 
and Sullivan counties, mentioned in previous an- 
nual returns. In consequence of the commercial 
embarrassments of the past year, the company found 
it so difficult to collect their instalments, that early 
in May they suspended operations on the road, and 
discharged their engineers, contractors, &c. throug- 
out the whole line. 

The amount of work performed in grading the 
section above mentioned, is $192,837 83; and on 
the section at Tappan landing, $5,889 40, the whole | 
of which has been said to the contractors. except- 
ing an amount not exceeding $13,000. 

The total amount of money received by the com- 
pany, since its organization, is $338,657 15; the 
total expenditures are $337,630 43, to wit: con- 
struction of road, $186,116 62; engineering and 
surveys, $112,148 84, land, $10,282 28; salaries, 
rents, &c. $29,083 71.—N. Y. Com. Adv. 


ed 











THE ALTON AFFAIR. The grand jury of Alton 
have found bills of indictment against a number of 
individuals concerned in the affair of the seventh 
of November, including those engaged in the attack 
as well as defence of the building. The trial of 
Rock, one of the assailants, came on before the Mu- 





TWO MILLIONS TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-NINE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS!! The works produceda nett 
revenue of nearly five per cent. the last year which 
will be increased at least six per cent. the present 


year. The money to make these improvements 


was procured at five per cent interest; and notwith- 
standing the immense amount, the state is already 
relieved from all burden on this great scale of im- 
provement, and at the same time reaping the im- 
mense advantage resulting from them ; add to which 
it had increased the value of property in the state, 
at least, one hundred millions !! 





New OrteAns. Business is rapidly rising in this 
enterprising city The ‘*Bulletin’ of a late date, 
says— 

It may be said without exageration that we are 
doing a great business. At least such would be 
the impression of a stranger, who should look only 
at external appearances. Our streets are thronged 
with carriages, drays, carts and every variety of 
vehicle passing and repassing with all the rapidity 
and bustle of business. Crowds of strangers jostle 
along on our pavements and fill our hotels and pla- 
ces of publicresort. On the levee there are visible 
still stronger evidences of a growing trade. As 
many as two hundred and eight vessels, including 
brigs and schooners, are moored at the landing. 
Ranged in tiers along the coast, they present the 
appearance of a nuinerous fleet at anchor, their taper 
masts and spars springing up like a hedge on the 
borders of a river; and add very much to the pictu- 
resque aspect of the harbor. 

It is stated that so large a number of vessels was 
never known to be in this port at this season, be- 
fore. This is encouraging, and shows the elasticity 
of our cominercial resources, which no stroke of 
adversity has availed to prostrate. Beside the 
shipping, must be enumerated a long line of steam- 
boats, stretching the distance of near a mile, and 
occupying nearly the whole front of the second 
municipality, some of them busily engaged in dis- 
charging freight, others in receiving their return 
cargoes, while the loud noise of escaping steam 
and dark colurans of ascending smoke, indicate the 
arrival or departure of some steamer Jaden with 
freight and crowded with passengers. With these 
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appearances of animation and bustling activity, we 
should not complain of hard times or the declension 
of commerce. 





MR. RHETT’S ADDRESS 


To the Citizens of Beaufort and Colleton Districts. 


FELLOW CITIZENS: 


In a private and friendly letter to the editor of the 
Charleston Mercury, amongst other events accom- 
panying the memorable secession of the southern 
members from the hall of the house of representa- 
tives, I stated to him, that I had prepared two re- 
solutions, drawn as amendments to the motion of 
the member from Vermont, whilst he was discuss- 
ing the institution of ae in the south, * declar- 
ing, that the constitution having failed to protect 
the south in the peaceable possession and enjoy- 
ment of their rights and peculiar institutions, it 
was expedient that the union should be dissolved: 
and the other, appointing a committee of two mem. 
bers from each state, to report upon the best means 
of peaceably dissolving it.” Many of the newspa- 

ersin the union, have thought proper to pass stric- 
ures upon this letter, as you will perceive, by the 
following extract from the Evening Star, of New 
York, of the 6th inst. ‘Has the Charleston Mer- 


cury any objection to state who was the member of 


congress who wrote the above letter, and who, he 
declares, was about to propose in congress to dis- 
solve the union? The people of that state, and the 
friends of the south, and of the union, have a richt 
to know who it is.” As Ihave no private opinions 
that [am afraid openly to avow; and have ever re- 
cognised the right in the people to know them upon 
all matters affecting the public interest or honor— 
of course, I could not hesitate promptly acknow- 
ledging the authorship of the letter referred to, and 
communicating to the public, the resolutions, which 
I had shown to many of my friends, and was pre- 
pared to offer in my seat, and maintain in the con- 
gress of the United States. You will perceive 
that writing currente calamo to a friend, I did not 
correctly describe their whole purport. Such as 
they are, however, the public are welcome to them 
in answer to any question or demand touching any 
right, real or imaginary, in the premises, which 
any portion of the people of the United States 
east, west, north, or south, may be supposed te 
possess. I am, however, more immediate! respon- 
sible to you, and I seize the opportunity their pub- 
lication offers, of addressing you, as your represen- 
tative, upon the momentous subjects they involve. 
Had [ presented them in the house, I should have 
given my reasons at large for presenting them; and 
in submitting them now to your consideration. | 
trust you will bear with me, whilst I submit to you 
some of the reasons which caused them to exist. 

é: Before entering upon the merits of the resolu- 
tions, however, permit me to remark, (what I sup- 
pose might be apparent to all,) that I had no ex- 
pectation oF poeens them, or of even takine a vote 
upon them. They were intended as amendments toa 
motion, to refer with instructions to report a bill 
abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia. I 
expected them to share the fate, which inevitabl 
awaited the original motion, so soon as the floor 
could have been obtained, viz: to be laid upon the 
table. My design in presenting them, was, to 
place before congress and the people, what in my 
opinion, was the true issue upon this great and vi- 
tal question; and to point out the course of policy 
by which it should be met by the southern states 
The resolutions are as follows: 
_ —— “and the constitution of the United States hav- 
ing proved inadequate to protect the southern states 
in the peaceable enjoyment of their rights and property 
it is expedient that the said constitution should be 
amended, or the union of the states be dissolved. 

“Resolved, ‘That a committee of two members from 
each state in the union be appointed, to report upon the 
expediency and practicability of scnsnenasee constitu- 


tion, or the best means of peaceably dissolving the 
union. 


These resolutions contain two propositions: 

a fact,—that “the constitution of the United “State: 
naving proved inadequate to protect the southern 
states in the peaceable enjoyment of their richts 
and property;”’—second, that it is “expedient that 
the said constitution should be amended, or the 
union of the states be dissolved.” The first of these 
propositions, containing the fact alleged, is, I trust 
the only one concerning which, in the minds of re. 
flecting men in the north or south, there can bean 

difficulty. That the south has aright, under the 
constitution, to the peaceable enjoyment of her 
slave institutions, no one will deny; and if the con- 
stitution is perverted from the purposes for which 
it was made, and proves inadequate to protect the 
southern states from aggression upon this vital in- 





stitution,—none but an abolitionist, open or secret, 
in the north, or a traitor in the south, could fail to 
come to the conclusion, that the constitution ought 
to be amended, or the union be dissolved. To ac- 
knowledge the right, or to tolerate the act of inter- 
ference at all with this institution, is to give it up— 
to abandon it entirely; and, as this must be the con- 
summation of any interference, the sooner it is 
reached the better. The south, must hold this in- 
stitution, not amidst alarm and molestation;—but 
in peace—perfect peace, from the interference or 
agitation of others; or, I repeat it,she wili—she can 
—hold it not at all. Let us, then, consider the fact 
maintained in the first proposition of the resolu- 
tion:—has the constitution proved inadequate to 
protect the southern states in the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of their rights and property? 

Without going one step further, I might appeal to 
the circumstances under which the assertion was 
penned, to substantiate its truth. In a hall, design- 
ed for the purpose of deliberation upon the limited 
subjects contained in the constitution, *three hun- 
dred thousand petitioners are allowed to enter, for 
the purpose of assailing the institution of slavery in 
the south. Day after day, and every day in the 
week, we are denounced in these petitions, as the 
most atrocious offenders against God and man. 
But a few days before this juncture, we heard our- 
selves, and the people we represent, declared to be 
actuated, as our habitual characteristic, by the spi- 
rit of murder and arson. We were taunted with 
being afraid of truth and light, and trembling for 
our tottering institutions. Three years before, up- 
on this very floor, in the spirit of concession, (that 
no collateral issues should be made as to the right 
of petition and their consideration, ) it had been de- 
termined to receive these petitions, consider them 
immediately, and lay them upon the table; but, as 
in all cases of aggression, the demand rises with the 
concession; and being endured, becomes sanctified 
into right; and it was now contended, that these pe- 
titions should not only be received, but be treated 
exactly in the way the petitioners thought proper 
to require—be referred to a committee from which 
slaveholders should be excluded, and composed of 
members, a majority of whom should be favorable 
to their demands. In other words, that their peti- 
tions should be granted. And this most reasonable 
request, is made upon one branch of these petitions, 
by the whole delegation ofa state. Another state 
had sent her memorial into the other end of the 
capitol, calling upon congress to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia and the territories,—to 
prohibit slaves from passing from one state to an- 
other,—and to exclude Texas, on account of her 
slaves, from the union: and one of the representa- 
tives of this state, moves in the house, instructions 
toa select committee which he required, to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia. The occasion 
is seized to descant upon slavery in the southern 
states; and to prove, that it is inconsistent with all 
natural and revealed law; and that those who up- 
hold it, are obnoxious to the wrath and curse of God 
and man. Now, under these circumstances of wan- 


ton aggression and insult, are the people of the | P 


south, in this the common hall of deliberation with 
their confederates, in the peaceable enjoyment of 
their rights and peculiar institutions? 

But there are other circumstances, without the 
halls of congress, under which these resolutions 
were penned. A large body of citizens, consisting 
of one hundred and fifty thousand,t organized into 
one thousand five hundred societies, increasing at 
the rate of one a day, with boundless resources and 
ably conducted presses, and agents, and missiona- 
ries, and martyrs, who pant for distinction in this 
holy cause, as the best proof of their virtue and 
sanctity, are permitted, in our sister states, to band 
together for the only declared purpose of destroying 
our institutions. Three years ago, I am told, these 
societies were about three hundred ; their numbers 
about six thousand; their petitions about ten thou- 
sand. Now, they are hundreds of thousands; con- 
trol two States;increasing in all the non-slaveholding 
states, and feared by all. United together upon but 
one principle, they throw their weight into the scale 
amongst the contending parties of the country, 
without uniting with any, so as to control the ma- 
jority, and advance the great purpose of their or- 
ganization. In defiance of the constitution, the 
governor of Maine, upon the demand of the gover- 
nor of Georgia, has refused to surrender up two 
fugitives from justice, because the felony commit- 
ted was carrying off slaves from a southern port.— 
Massachusetts has passed a replevin law, giving to 
fugitive slaves a trial by jury; and her supreme 





* Statement of a convention of ‘abolitionists in Con- 
necticut. 

tStatement of Mr. Lewis Tappan, in a letter to Mr. 
oun. 
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court has determined, that a slave who enters Mp». 

sachusetts, with the assent of his master, shal} . 
free. The press—the mightiest instrument of e 
volutions in all enlightened and civilized nation.” 
throughout all the northern and middle states pours 
forth, unchecked, its abominable libels; and b , the 
most artful and passionate appeals, arouses Moy 
masses—and, amongst them, some of the most oy 
scientious spirits in the land—against our jnstity. 
tions. Was the subject of such combination, lente. 
lation, and agitation, a mere abstract or constity. 
tional right, like the right of taxation,—we mioht 
be content to exercise our rights, and let others 
pursue their follies, or entertain their opinions — 
But here is a subject in which passion, and feline 
and religion, are allinvolved. All the inexperiene. 
ed emotions of the heart are against us; all the ab. 
stractions concerning human rights can be pervert. 
ed against us; all the theories of political dreamers 

atheistical, utilitarians, self-exaiting and self-rizhto. 
ous religionists, who would reform or expunge the 
bible,—in short, enthusiasts and fanatics, of all 
sorts, are against us. In truth, only those who haye 
had an opportunity of knowing what the negro race 
really is, and of being practically acquainted with 
slavery as it exists in the south, behold it with any 
charity or approbation. Throughout the norther 
states,—throughout the whole civilized world, the 
feeling of condemnation of this institution may be 
said to be universal. Even in our sister states, 
those who forbear interfering upon this subject from 
a regard to the constitutional compact orthe Union, 
are abolitionists in principle and feeling. Although 
they do not approve of the unprincipled course of 
the abolitionists, they desire and hope to see slave. 
ry abolished: and if they had the power, or Jay un- 
der the responsibility of its existence, they would 
destroy it in a day. Hence, they stand passively 
by and permit us to be assailed, approving of the 
end, although condemning the means; and the 
Union, which was designed to guarantee, or at 
least not to affect injuriously,our institutions, is per- 
fidiously used for their overthrow. And mark the 
history of this fanaticism in foreign nations. Born in 
atheism, and baptised in the blood of revolutionary 
France, it accomplished its purpose there. In 
England, it has sprung up under the guise of reli- 
gion, and it has accomplished its purpose there. It 
has never yet failed, and never will fail, in accom- 
plishing its purpose, where the slaveholder does not 
control his own destinies. It is now flaming in the 
United States, and extending its numbers with a 
rapidity far surpassing the operation of the gospel 


hitherto made for its suppression, have only fanned, 
instead of extinguishing the flame. The people in 
some parts of the country, indignant at their open 
violation of their constitutional faith, and the princi- 
ples of the Union, rise up and crush them. The 
ery of persecution is raised, and new converts crowd 
their ranks. Congress, in the spirit of conciliation, 
in the vain hope of reconciling their demands with 
the powers of the constitution, instead of rejecting, 
receive and act upon their petitions. The right of 
etition is said to be infringed, and a sovereign 
state* of the confederacy demands that congress 
shall rescind the rules by which their agitation is 
attempted to be suppressed. The spirit of abolition 
has advanced, and is advancing. It increases by 
opposition. Jt triumphs by defeat. Every col 
cession invigorates its powers and has increased Ils 
capacity for evil. In view of these facts and op!"- 
ions, am I wrong in supposing that the constitution 
has failed in protecting the south in the peaceable 
enjoyment of their rights and property? Unless 
systematic interference, agitation, aggressio! and 
insult, with respect to our institutions, is peace,— 
it will be difficult to prove, that the southern states 
are in the peaceable enjoyment of their rights and 
property. Such a course of deliberate hostility, 28 
has characterized the eonduct of the citizens of the 
northern states towards the south, for the last three 
years, would justify, by the laws of nations, 4 de- 
claration of war between independent sovereigntes: 

If, then, fellow-citizens, the south is no lounge! 
in the peaceable enjoyment of her rights and pe- 
culiar institutions, under the constitution of the 
United States, the question arises upon the ere 
proposition in the resolution:—Ts it expedient tha 
the constitution should be amended, or the union 
be dissolved. a 

Those, of course, who design using the union = 
the constitution for the purpose of destroying 
institution of slavery in the south, will recon 
no such expediency. With them, the bonds of ’ 
union constitute the cords by which they prope” 
to bind the victim to the altar. With such dese 
next to the atrocity of holding slaves, will be 
least resistance to the means by which they eXP®" 
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itself, in bringing converts to its cause. All eiforts | 
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+o accomplish their purpose. Traitors, themselves, | 
to the constitution, and every principle of faith or 
honor which brought us together, they may imagine 
that by clamorously accusing others of a want of 
fdelity to their constitutional engagements, they 
may conceal their own base perfidy towards theirs; 
and when they suppose, that we can be frightened 
into an abandonment of our rights, by the ery of 
«disunion,” they only prove, how soon we despise 
those Whom we have wronged. With those, how- 
ever, who have any regard for their own rights or 
the union, the expediency of one of these alterna- 
tives will be easily understood. The evil must be 
arrested. It is vain, utterly vain to suppose, that 
the south willsubmit to the present state of things. 
Peace we must have in, or out of the union. Our 
frst duty is, to endeavor to obtain it consistently 
with our alliance with our sister states in the con- 
federacy. It has been through the constitution, 
yoder the cover of the union, that our security has 
been threatened, and our peace disturbed. To 
amend the constitution is the most obvious remedy. 
Make that clear in the constitution, which they, 
(not the abolitionists only, but the northern people 
generally ) affect “o consider doubtful. Take away 
the power to abolish slavery in the District of Co- 
lambia, and in the territories south of the line es- 
tablished by the Missouri compromise. Shut the 
subject of slavery forever out of thevhalls of con- 
gress, where it has been most faithlessly introduc- 
ed; and let our sister states agree to do, what the 
laws of nations require of every friendiy people, 
rastrain their citizens from combining and plotting 
the overthrow of our institutions. Ifsuch amend- 
ments are proposed, and adopted by the constitu- 
tional majority—the south will have repose, and the 
union be perpetuated. Butif they are rejected, it 
will conclusively prove to the south that the union 
ouzht to be dissolved. Wecan hold no terms of 
alliance with deliberate, open enernies; who seize, 
(or permit their people to seize,) upon the oppor- 
tunity afforded by a friendly connexion with them 
for other purposes, to accomplish the overthrow of 
our institutions; and when required to disavow the 
hostility, and cease the aggression,—decline to do 
either. But I have no doubt such amendments to 
the constitution, if proposed in time, before the 
spirit of abolition has infeeted the public mind, will 
be adopted. They take nothing from the north, 
while they are necessary to the south. And when 
considered, as undoubtedly they will be, as present- 
ing the alternative of a dissolution of the union, I 
cannot believe that fanaticism has already so far 
maddened public opinion as to induce their rejec- 
tion. The union with the south, is too valuable 
to the north, in the estimation of all sober men, to 
be surrendered for the inereprivilege, (which can- 
not, in fact, be preserved,) of aggressing upon the 
tights of others. The union, is their very best 
guarantee for the continuance of their free institu- 
tions. The time is rapidly approaching when their 
population becoming dense, the competition for 
bread will be intensely increased,—and universal 
suffrage, will give to those who have no property, 
the absolute control of the property and legislation 
of the country. Their history may then grow 
darker, and present a new page for the reading of 
man. They may then learn the truth in all its hor- 
rors, that the despotism of numbers may be the 
most terrible that ean scourge a fallen people. [In 
the south, the laborer does not control the destinies 
ofthe country. Every white man is a privileged 
being. Selfishness and honor alike impels him to 
an alliance with his race; and (whether he possesses 
Property or not) to uphold the institutions, in 


country; whilst the very existence of slavery 
around him, gives him a loftier tone of independ- 
face, and a higher estimate of liberty. Let tt be re- 
membered, that no republic has ever yet been long 
Maintained without the institution of slavery. Nor 
are these United States, by any means, a clear ex- 
‘eption to this great fact. Slavery has not existed, 
lt is true, in the northern states; but these states 
lave been in intimate alliance with the southern 
states, through whom its salutary influence has 
"en experienced. The south has been, from its 
origin, the balance-wheel in this confederacy. That 
‘dency to the absorption and concentration of all 
Powerin rovernment, which is the natural tendency 
o' their democracies, has been continually pressing 
pon the confederacy of the north, and as continu- 
aly counteracted by the south. Upon what ques- 
tion has the constitution ever proved any barrier to 
the wishes of the people of the north? If their 
‘ews had prevailed, what now would have been 
situation, with all its special grants construed 
“Way into a few general absorbing powers? Alien 
‘nd sedition laws would have placed the govern- 





“ent above the animadversion of the people. By 


protecting tariffs, and systems of internal improve- 
ments, the whole property of the country would 
have been under the control of one mighty—cen- 
tral agency, to be collected and disbursed as a sec- 
tional majority should require. All those checks 
and balances, which the selfishness of man renders 
necessary to freedom in government, would have 
been annihilated,—the constitution virtually des- 
troyed—and a simple despotism erected in its stead. 
The south. on account of her institutions of slavery, 
has been the sentinel over the constitution; and if 
the experiment of written constitutions has suc- 
ceeded amongst us, it has been to her fidelity in 
guarding the constitution of the United States 
that this success should be mainly ascribed. But 
these are speculative benefits, which, however cor- 
rect, I am aware may be disputed or denied. Let 
us, then, turn to things indisputable; —the profit and 
loss account with the northern states, underthe fis- 
cal operation of the union. Look to the protection 
given to the shipping interest, belonging almost ex- 
clusively to the north; a monopoly of the whole 
cvasting trade, and heavy tonnage duties, by which 
prodigious advantages over the shipping of foreign 
nations are given, for its encouragement. I will 
not recur to the vexed question under the tariff— 
whether, producing three-fourths of the exports of 
the union, the south does not pay three-fourths of 
the revenue, collected upon the imports ;—but 
supposing the different sections of the union to pay 
the revenue equally,—mark the prodigious benefit 
resulting to the northern and middle states by the 
system of indirect, instead of direct, taxation. If 
the latter system of taxation was adopted, (unques- 
tionably the fairest, upon every principle of justice) 

every citizen would have to pay for the support of 
the government in proportion to his property. The 
taxes would not then be laid and raised upon par- 

ticular articles, by which they are enhanced in 
price to the consumer, for the benefit of the domes- 
tic manufacturer; but the Jabor of all would be left 
to find its natural occupation, exposed to competi- 

tion with the capital and labor of foreign nations. 
We need no prophecy to tell us, that under such 
circumstances, the manufacturers of the north 

would soon have to cease their vocation. But by 
the system of indirect taxation, laying duties upon 
our imports, a home market is created for the north- 
ern manufacturer throughout the United States. 
Turn, also, to the expenditures of the government. 
For twenty years prior to 1836, there were four 
hundred and twenty millions of revenne raised from 
the people of the United States. Of this, one hun- 

dred and thirty millions were paid to our national 
debt, two hundred and ten millions expended in 
the northern and middle states, and but eighty mil- 

lions in the southern and western states of the 
union. The consequence of the wnion, in all its 

operations, has been, that the northern and middle 

states have advanced in wealth and power, unpar- 

alleled in the history of nations. ‘Phe union has 

been to them, the greatest temporal blessing that 

God ever bestowed upon any people. Suppose 
them to be so drunk with fanaticista as to dissolve 

it.—what would be their situation, at home and 
abroad? The great earrying trade of the south 

would be lost. The great importing trade for the 
south would be lost. The chief market for their 
manufactures, and with it the great instrument 
with which they wield their commerce, our agricul- 
tnral staples, would belost. They produce nothing 
that civilized European nations want. In coio- 
meree, in manufactures, in navigation, they would 

be their rivals. Their position, therefore, would be 
that of opposing interests—of obvious hostility to 
all those nations; and contention, and war, would 

be the natural relation which would spring up be- 

tween them. What, on the contrary, would be the 

situation of the sonth, if the union was dissolved? 
Peace with all the civilized nations of the globe; for 
her agricultural productions are necessary for their 
manufacturing population, whilst their manufac- 
tures are necessary for our consumption. A bond 
of interest, more potent than armies or navies, 
would secure us peaceful and friendly relations with 
every civilized and powerful nation in the universe. 
Our agricultural productions now constitute the 
best guarantee to the union for peace with foreign 
nations. The south would then, under the influ- 
ence of free trade, buy cheapest and sell dearest. 
——But I pause in this painful prospect. When 
the 2Iternative is presented to the north, of dissolu- 
tion of the union, or the suppression of all inter- 

vention in our domestic institutions, I cannot 
doubt her determination. Interest, honor—all the 
recollections of the past, all the prospects of the 
future, will plead for the union, and the south. We 
have never wronged them. If we have had power 
in the confederacy, it has never been used in a spirit 
of sectional selfishness, for the purpose of oppress- 


jing others, or advancing our own aggrandizement, 
Our policy, since the existence of the union, has 
been simply defensive. We have insisted upon the 
constitution as it is. All the advantages which it 
fairly ib to the north, and they are immense, we 
have cheerfully accorded. To require more, and to 
insist upon the right of wantonly disturbing our pe- 
culiar institutions, is plainly equivalent toa demand 
that the union shall be dissolved; and if, under such 
circumstances, it shall be dissolved, upon them will 
be the responsibility of breaking up the most glori- 
ous fabric of liberty that the genius of man has 
ever invented, and casting its scattered fragments 
upon the wide ocean of new and untried experi- 
ments, 

I have thus fellow-citizens, endeavored to show 
you your true situation, and the remedy, which in 
my opinion, it requires. If I am mistaken in the 
signs of the times, F shall mingle my joy with yours, 
in finding ~ errors consistent with your security 
and peace. But admitting that I am not mistaken, 
and that it is expedient that the constitution should 
be amended,—in what way shall we best accom- 
plish this end? That it is not easy to amend the 
constitution, is obvious from the fact, that although 
the most violent differences and contentions con- 
cerning it have arisen since it went into operation 
all efforts to amend it have hitherto failed. I do not 
think the separate action of the states will be suffi- 
ciently imposing and authoritative to accomplish 
this end. If the members of congress from the 
southern states would unitein recommending the 
amendments, they would probably be adopted; for 
they would be considered as representing the de- 
termination of the south; but I have no hope of 
seeing union amongst them for such a purpose. It 
is vain, of course, to look to congress. The only 
efficient method of attaining this end, appears to 
me to be by a meeting of the southern states in 
convention. The voice of such a convention will 
be heard and respected, and its recommendations 
adopted. The very fact of its assemblage, would 
show that we are united and determined upon this 
great subject; and this is all that is necessary to 
give us peace. We have only to will our protec- 
tion, and it will be secured. But when will such a 
convention meet? Not until the presidential ques- 
tion shall be subordinated to this; and our local par- 
ty differences shall be absorbed in the one great du- 
ty of self-preservation. Until then, ‘wait!’—will 
be the cry. ‘You are toorash and precipitate, and 
may endanger the Union. Stop until we can all be 
united. So Jong as people merely petition, merely 

ray, what occasion for alarm? what need for action? 
Vait until something is done; until congress acts;’ 
(that is, I suppose, passes a bill to emancipate 
slaves.) Itis very difficult to reconcile this coun- 
sel for delay and toleration, with the design of ever 
acting at all. A man who talks in this way, ma 
think that he will resist some day or other, but it 
will ever flee before him, like hisshadow. Even, 
in his estimation, the laurel of the victor will hard- 
ly bloom for his brow. Who that knows any thing 
of human affairs, but must be sensible, that the sub- 
ject of abolition may be approached in a thousand 
ways, withoutdirect legislation. By perpetual dis- 
cussion, agitation, and threats, accompanied with 
the real or imaginary power to perform, there will 
be need of no other action than words, to shake the 
confidence of men in the safety and continuance of 
the institution of slavery, and its value and exist- 
ence will be destroyed. These are all the weapons 
the abolitionist desires to be allowed to use, to ac- 
complish his purpose. When congress moves, it 
will be the last act in the drama; and it will be pre- 
pared to enforce its legislation. All regard to our 
rights and the constitution will then be gone, and it 
will be a question of mere naked, unprincipled 
power. And we are to wait until the issue is thus 
resented, before we seek to protect ourselves! 
hy, even the last poor privilege of the Indian 
Brabmin, of lighting our own funeral fires, will 
then be denied us. 

There is no one so weak, but he must perceive, 
that whilst the spirit of abolition in the north is in- 
creasing, slavery in the south, in all the frontier 
states, is decreasing. Look at Maryland, Virginia, 
Kentucky—once powerful slave states. With the 
decline of the value of their great staple, tobacco, 
and the immense demand for slaves in the rich cot- 
ton fields of the south, their slaves have left, and 
are leaving, their soil. It is true, that in these 
states, in common with the rest of the south, the 
insolent pretensions and wicked interference of 
abolitionists have aroused a spirit of resistance, and 
settled more deeply the determination to maintain, 
as their undoubted right, the institution of slavery, 
at every hazard. With them, also, as with us, I 
understand, the question of slavery, in its moral and 
religious aspects, has been lately most carefully ex- 
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amined; and the result is, amongst the slaveholders would take measures to properly endeavor to pre- After some conversation cn this point by Mc; ‘a had pi 
at least, a thorough conviction, that the institution | vent the interposition of British authorities in aflairs | White, Walker, and Clay of Alabemi— Poof dian 
is sanctioned by Christianity and best for the race | between this country and Mexico. Mr. Clay, of Alabama, movcd to medify that >. twent} 
over whom it prevails. But interest may accom-| The memorial was referred, having been sustain- | of the bill proposed to be stricken out by Mr W a one O 
plish what neither conscience demands, nor power | ed by some animated remarks from Mr. Allen. so as to extcnd the time to six months prior rat. favor ¢ 
can extort: and, in a few years, these states may on- Mr. Niles presented a remonstrance froin various extinction of the Indian title, during which tim, ya vidual 
ly nominally hold slaves. They may be lukewarm | publishers, book-binders and sellers, against a pas- | more, improvements might authorize a cl; ret tor, th 
upon this subject. But it is for us—for us, whose | sage of a copy-right law in favor of foreign authors. | pre-emption. a hee We state ( 
climate and soil will permit no other laborer to cul- | Referred. " Mr. While insisted on the justice and neces; other, 
tivate our plains;—for us, with whom it is a ques- Mr. Tipion presented petitions from citizens of of his amendment on treaty grounds, salty jntrud 
tion not of expediency but of existence, personal | Miami county, Indiana, praying pre-emption rights. Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said he wished t{ operat 
and national,—sternly and promptly, to place this} Referred. heard on this bill at some time when his ee Aft 

, vital matter at rest. Delay,not only physically but) Other petitions, all on private claims, were pre- | would allow; but he now thanked the senator fh diana. 
morally, will weaken every da our capacity to re-| sented, and referred Tennessee for the amendment which he had ins the lr 
dress ourselves. lhe most delicate sensibilities,} By Messrs. Hubbard, Nicholas, Roane, and Wil- , and it came with peculiar propriety from him a Mr. 
will become dull by habitual outrage. The proudest | Jiams. chairman of the committee on Indian affairs, ji. at the 
spirit, be broken by insult long tolerated. That Unfavorable reports were made from commit- | object was to prevent intrusions on the lands of th, tifvins 
high sense of national honor and character, which | tees— Indians, secured to them by solemn treaties wl : ; The 
is the strongest bulwark of a people g liberty, may By Mr. Wright: On the petition of Jos. W. Page, intrusions were not only contrary to law, but vlprae of Mr 
become wasted and lost under the influence of teas- | to be paid for information relating to the embargo | obligation of treaties. "The senator from Alabama more | 
in oe ater tet net cee eee of 1814. Laid on the table, and ordered to be | was in favor of going in anticipation of the extine. tinctic 
sults, and contumely continually endured; and that] printed. tion of Indian titles by treaties. If this were alloy. tion | 
apathy to the public interest and welfare, which is By Mr. Young: On the petition of S. Morris|ed, who would not anticipate? It was believed YE 
the sure prelu e to a nation’s fall. gradually steal Waln& Co. Agreed to. that the Indian title would one day be extinguished Kentu 
over the public mind. Men will then be looking Resolutions were offered, as follows: to the Pacific, and settlers, under this expectation eye 
out for chances, and be filled with vain hopes and By Mr. Tipton: For an inquiry as to compensat- might at once enter the lands, and make farms for TA 
fears. Instead of relying upon themselves, they ing Jesse Hanson and others. Lies overone day. | themselves, and wait for future pre-emption. C ai 
will be leaning upon others; until the dread catas- By Mr. Robbins: Giving to each senator one copy Mr. C. heped this trespass on the lands of {he per 
trophe coines, and sweeps them shrieking down the! of documents on the public lands, published by or- United States, and more especially those of the In- 7 " i 
rapids. The path of safety and honor is ever the | ders of the senate in 1833 and 1834. dians, would be prevented. All pre-emption laws netic 
same. To dela demanding our rights, is general- Also, to those senators who have not received | were nothing more than a strugzle between those Wrigt 
ly to abandon them. ; them, each a copy of the American state papers, | Who would violate the law, and those who would Mr 

The southern states, are destined to no common | published by Gales & Seaton. Lies over one day. maintain its supremacy; and even if we would not Mr. | 

fate in the history of nations. They will be sy Mr. Ruggles: A call on the secretary of the | protect our own lands, at least we ought to protect any 12 
ainongst the greatest and freest, or the most abject treasury for reports made to him in relation to light- | those of the unfortunate Indians, and not violate the tingul 

of nations. — History presents no such combination houses in the U. States by certain officers at New | faith of treaties. last. 
for republican liberty, as that which exists| York. Lies over one day. | Mr. Clay, of Alabama, declarcd himself as unwil- YE 
amongst them. The African for the laborer,—the By Mr. Norvell: An inquiry as to granting 500,- ling to violate the treaty as the senator or any other, ky, © 
Anglo-Saxon for the masterand ruler. Both races | 060 acres of the public Jands to Michigan for inter- But the object was not to evade the obligation of rel | 

will beexalted and benefitted by the relation. We | nalimprovements. Agreed to. 6 {he government to remove intruders, which should we 
dare not be passive with the responsibilities which By Mr. Lina: Calling on the secretary of war for he always done when required; nor to reward in- A ok 

our situation involves. We must, we willawake,—| statements of the amount of money expended on truders; but to avoid inflicting a penalty for having st 
if not to glory, to infamy; if not for defence, AF improvements in the Missouri river. Agreed to. |settled on these jands, to which feature of the Norv 

destruction most miserable; if not to triumph,—to | Also, for a copy of the recent survey made by | amendment Mr. C. cbjected. Mr. C. also made a ent, 5 
fall, to die, with the epitaph upon our graves, (if| Lieut. Lee, of obstructions in the channels of the | few remarks to exculpate officers and agents of the Youn 
7 graves we are allowed, ) written by the pen of Mississippi and Rock rivers, with estimates of the | government from the charge of fraud or connivance Mr 
4a philanthrophy: ‘Here lie the meanest oppressors | probable expense of removing such obstructions.— | 0! fraud; though he admitted frands in other cases. aul lat 

tt and cowards who ever polluted the earth with their) Acreed to. - Mr. C. also made some remarks in favor of his ratios 
blood. By Mr. Allen: An inquiry, by committee, as to | amendment. ne: 

so amending the existing laws as to admit without | Mr. Niles spoke in favor of the most rigid acher- Wubi 
TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. delay the citizenship of such foreigners as have | ence to laws and treaties on this subject. oe 
SECOND-SESSION—SENATE, served the ere of their enlistment in the service of| | Mr, Walker replied in favor of the provision of tis3, I 

Among the resolutions submitted and adopted on he wae enh Agreed m0: P as ig fanarc culpation of public officer Smt: 
a Krol ws i ibe the foulowing: ! en. bs hoate: oF salar iat onan reat hea yp and Eg sail tan Red taRER beeat Bf fo inf ne a r 

j whii : & + 3 shiver cago at ARGHIS, Se > HAG lanen ered pals it iM _F 
REY Yoon Walker, from the committee on public Alton, in Iilinois. Agreed to. : sie 73 himself in relation to their conduct, and, with two Lyon 
Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested to} , me sie pete. Are were reported from commit- case REY ‘abs Regrayateds, ee aw eg a 
communicate to the senate, as soon as practicable, the a Mig Pole ordered to a second reading: more faithful, upright, and vigilant cfficers an} oo 
extent of the mineral lands of the United States so far By Mr. Fulion: To confirm certain entries on the where. bil die io Jai 
as ascertained; the quantity of said lands already leased; | PUdlic lands, made under the mistake that they had ir. K. also spoke in favor of pre-emption lorset- of ins 

the time for which said jands have been leased; the | been oilered at public sale. tlement and improvement prior to the extinction o adle 
rent received by the United States, and the injury, if; By Mr. Morris: To ereate a pension agency at Indian titles. Without this, searcely an individual Mr 

any, sustained by the working of said mineral lands. | Montpelier Vermont. Fan auc would be benefited by the bill. port 

By Mr. Davis. By Mr. King: To createa port of entry at Vicks- Mr. White said he knew of one agent of the ¢0- bank 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in-| DUrg, Mississippi. vernment that ought to be excepted from the choise rail) 

structed to inquire into the expediency cf adopting mea- | The resolution on the table relating to obstrue- |! misconduct, and he hoped there were many. Dt’ Al 

sures to obtain such information as is necessary to en-| tloris in the Tennessee river, was taken up and he thonght it would sicken almost any one to rece New 

able congress to recognize the custom-house branch of | agreed to. the accounts which he had read on this subject.— alive 

the public service in a manner more economical and| Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- | Not only had Indian personation been p: rinittec, M. 

: better adapted to the public exigencies. ported the House bill referred to them, to secure the | but, by the reports of the public officers t! emselves, with 

Ya January 25. Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, presented | payment of certainduty bonds, with an amendment, | 29¢"!S of the government had been members 0: Ui Ty 

. e several petitions, numerously signed by shipwrights | which was read, limiting the pay of eollectors. coimpanies by whom systematic frauds had been the s 
Pe and other mechanics, who had been recently dis- The bill to grant a patent to James Smith committed, and which had been the main cause ol Al 
ea missed from the public service, praying that the And the bill to increase the present military es. | disturbanees among the Indians. nortt 
ae frigate Raritan, in the portof Philadelphia, may be | tablishment of the United States, were severally Mr. Young urged that the bil might be so mock W 
il ordered to be completed, and employment thus af- | reada third time, and passed. fied, if Mr. White’s amendment should prevail, 3 pass 
Ae forded to them. Mr. C. took the occasion to say The house bills for the protection of the northern | '® admit settlements, as a ground of pre-emp!i0% M 
ie that he deeply regretted that such arrangements | frontier, after the date of the treaties extinguishing indian ma'cj 
te a had not been made by the executive as to prevent} And for granting a partial appropriation for the titles, instead of the time of their ratification. 9 har 
(i the dismission of such a highly useful and merito- | Suppression of Incian hostilities for 1838, were se- knew that many had settled in Wisconsin under “9 M 
ee rious body of mechanics, on the approach or in the verally read twice, and committed. belief that occupation of the land was admissivle tary 
| ‘ ¢ midst of winter, and at a time when the measures! The senate proceeded to consider the bill grant- after the date of the treaty. hf Cree 
rai of governinent bore extremely hard upon the labor- |ing pre-emption rights to settlers on the public Mr. White was understood to object; he thoug™ in Hs 
he ing classes; and he sincerely hoped that it would lands. all the guards were necessary that could be M 
tho be found compatible with the public interest toen-| Mr. Walker spoke at large in explanation of the posed, pom Coin 
es gage these valuable men in the public service. various provisions of the bill. After some further desultory remarks by Mes™ pean ts 
ia Mr. Allen presented a petition fram 13 women of| Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, inquired whether the Clay of Alabama, Young, Smith, of Indiana, 7"! twic 
ie Ohio, to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. | senator could present any statement sowing the and Morrts, ' f 
Motion to receive laid on the table. average price obtained for the lands at the public Mr. Clay, by general consent, offered the soda trea 
Also,a petition from 15 menand 15 women against | sales. He understood the average had been made ing resolution, which was agreed to: ed fe 

| the annexation of Texas to the union. Laid onthe| by mixing up the prices obtained at the private and| Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direc’ , int! 

- table. the public sales. ed to communicate to the senate the quantity of ail the ed t 

| Also, a memorial from citizens of the county of} Mr. Walker said the document before him had | Public lands which have been sold at public sal, o ths, 

| Belmont, Ohio, praying, first, that this government | made no such discrimination between the private | aggregate amount of the purchase money, and tne il bill - 

By would take measures to procure the surrender of| and the publie sales. age price of each acre so sold, distinguishing Posen padi 

the perpetrators of the outrage on the steamboat! Mr. While moved soto modify the bill as tochange ma pacer Bi 92 ro Rt ee , ir. 
Caroline, that they might be tried by the laws of the} the nti . s rg baad Be A re none . Tegativ- pre 

; e exception of Indian lands, so as to provide that Mr. Clay now moved an adjournment. Neg Pep: 

United States. Secondly, that government would | this act should not be so constructed to all 1; y 21 1g 25 ; — 

not unduly restrainthe patriotism of our citizens on pre-emption in consequenc > of any set othe " 2 i ie grt ly “tp cv. alluding to some lan — 

the Canada frontier; and thirdly, that government perigee, cadere tabbed tlementorim-| Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, alluding fo s States 8ti] 

’ , 5 provement betore the extinction of the Indian title. | around Logansport, Indiana, said the United st 
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had pa 


dian title to this land. It was now worth from 


| 
| 
| 


+4 


id one dollar per acre to extinguish the In- | toiand. It was the custom now insuch casesto get the 


opinions of various individuals, neitherof which was 


sweaty to filty dollars, and we were now told by | conclusive. The process was long and circnitousand, 


one of the senators from Indiana that he was in 
f,vor of extending the rizht of pre-emption to indi- 


vidual settlers on this land; and by the other sena- | Pp 
decision. 


(or, that he was in favor of that poor settler in the 
state of Indiana. If Mr. C. must go for one or the 
other, he would go for the state in preference to the 
intruders. But he wished the senate to mark the 
oneration of this system. 

‘After sone conversation by Messrs, Smith, of In- 
diana, Clay, of Kentucky, and WWa2ile, in relation to 
the import and bearing of the amendinents offered, 

Mr. Young offered an amendment fixing the time 
at the date of the treaty, instead of the time of ra- 
tifving it. Negatived. 

‘The question was then taken on the amendinent 
of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, allowing six months or 
more of settlement and cultivation, before the ex- 
tinction of the Indian title, to authorize pre-emp- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative, as follows: 





Y &AS--Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Alabaina, Clay, of | 


Kentucky, Crittenden, Davis, King, Knight, McKean, 
ivh . . . 
Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallinadge—l13. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 


Merrick, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith, of 


| 
} 
} 


| 


Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, | 


Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Roane. Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Con- 
necticut, Strange, Tipton, Walker, White, Williams, 
Wright, Young—29- 


Mr. SmilA, of Indiana, moved an amendment to! 


r 
4 


ur. White’s amendinent, denying pre-emption to 


tinguished six mouths prior to the first of December 
last. Negatived as follows: 


YEAS—Mossrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Kentuc- | 


any lands to which the Indian title had not been ex- | 





ky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, MeKean, Mer- 


“ale: Dakvttn ) oa > We F re peel ‘' 
rick, Prentiss, Roane, Robbins, Rugvles, Smith of Indi- | 


ana, Southard, Spence, Switt, Talimadge—13. 
Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Linn, Lumpkin, J, 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecti- 


ent, Sirange, Tipton, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, | 
‘and gathered. 


y ving—-23 


4 wie 


Mr, Waiie’s amendment denying pre-emption to| 


ail lands for iinproveinents, prior to the actual eXpi- | ) 
‘and Mr. C. therefore proposed to define more ac- 
} 


ration of the Indian title, was adopted as follows: 


YN AS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cav, of Ky., Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, | 
Ceundy, Habbard, Knight. Lian, Lumpkin, McKean, 


after all, the legal right was not settled. 


There 


were now a great many cases that had gone through 
this process, and were now pending for a judicial 


be administered on this subject with promptness 
and uniformity. Mr. W. would not propose any 
amendments himself, but he would suggest whether 
it mizht not be well that the circuit courts, or the 
district courts having circuit jurisdiction, should 
not be authorized to settle these questions at once 
in the respective states. He was very certain that 
unless something of the kind should be done, con- 
gress would soon be called on for the establishment 
of a new tribunal on the subject. 

Mr. Walker and Mr. Clay, of Ala., were under- 
stood to differ somewhat from Mr. Webster as to 
the importance and necessity of such a provision, 
and at all events they would not attach it to this 
bill. 

Mr. Young made a few remarks coinciding with 
the views of Mr. Webster. 

Mr. Crittenden had a hereditary respect for rights 
of pre-emption, but he thought they had operated 
very badly. Where one meritorious individual had 
been benefitted by them, twelve fraudulent persons 
had made a perverted use of the bounty of congress. 
He remembered well that a member of the other 
house had told him that when he was acting as re- 
rister of a land office, an individual had entered a 
valuable tract of land which was still wild and un- 
cultivated. There was no enclosure, and neither 
plough nor hoe had touched it. On inquiry, he 
learned that his claim was founded on his having sown 


soine catmint seed as he rode through the land, and | 


he had magnified this into an act of settlement and 
cultivation. 


prevented, 
Mr. Walker said the seeretary of the treasury and 


Mr. Criltenden replied that these officers could 
decide nothing different from or beyond the law; 


'curately what is meant by settlement and cultiva- 


| 


Merrick, Morvis, Mou on, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Pren- | 


*, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Coni 
Smcth, of Ind., Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tall- 
matve, White, Williams—35. 

‘\AYS—Messra. Benton. Clay, of Ala., Fulton King, 
Lyoa, Norvell, Robinson, Walker, Wright, Young—10. 
Qa motion of Mr. Morris, the senate then ad- 
jonurned, 

Jdanuary 26, After the presentation of a number 


adle reports, 


| Po» ' 42 +. 
iit. Wright, fron the committee on Finance, re- | 


p vted a bill to refund to the Georgia railroad and 

rail-road iron. 

e Also, a bill for the same purpose, in behalf of the 

Sew York and Hariein railroad company. 

ally read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mc. Wright, from the same committee, reported, 

without amendment— 


the suppression of Indian hostilities for 1333. 

Also, the house bill for the protection of the 
horthern frontier. 

Which bills were severally read a third time, and 
passed, 

Mr. Norvell of2red a resolution of inquiry as to 

™m Ving appropriations for various light-houses and 
har ors In Michigan. 
Me. King offered a resolution calling on the secre- 
‘try of war for information as to the number of 
Ureek Indians in hostility against the United States 
in 1336—'7. Advgreed to. 

Mr. Tipton, on leave, introduced a bill fixing the 
Compensation of officers of the army, employed in 


ry, rigs ak ‘ , 
winking Company certain duties paid by them on| 


Sever. | pretty good crop of five bushels. Mr. ©. had actu- 


tion. For this purpose, he moved to amend the 


bill so as to require actual and continued residence | 
from and after the first of December, 1837, and the | 


‘actual cultivation of at least one acre in corn. 


} 


j 


Mr. Walker asked that corn might be stricken | 


out of the proposed amendment. 

Mr. Crittenden said, that was a very general sta- 
ple; and in Virginia it had been required in cases 
of pre-emption. 

Mr. Walker thought it most invidions that all the 


af és . states should be required to cultivate the same sta- 
of inemorials, aud the reception of several unfavor- | pea ede . 
‘oles as Virginia. 


Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, eulogized corn as a most 
excellent product, though he objected to the liinit. 
An acquaintance of his had remarked, that if an 
acre were planted and cultivated, it would produce 
twenty bushels of corn; if only planted, ten; and if 


‘neither planted nor cultivated, it would produce a 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


' 


| 
| 
! 


} 


ally seen a fair crop of corn without either planting 


or cultivating; it was in a woodland pasture where | 


r : 4: « | eattle had been kept during the winter. 
the house bill making a partial appropriation for | cattle had bee , 


After further amusing and desultory conversation 
by Messrs. Crittenden. (Walker, Clay of Aia., Lyon, 
and King, on the subject of various products, 

Mr. Crittenden modified his amendment so as to 
allow euitivation in corn, small grain, or cotton. 

Mr. Benton denied the charge of frand against 
western settlers out and out, and spoke at some 
length with a view to repel it, and in favor of the 
acts af the present and late administration, and es- 
pecially of the late president, whom and whose 


'measures he extolled earnestly and in the highest 


teruis. 
Mr. Crittenden would leave the glory of the 
treasury order and the wisdom of the late executive 


the tnilitary bureaus of the war department. Read | to history. He made some farther remarks on the 


twice, and referred, 

lhe chair presented a communication from the 
tre 'sury department, with certain information, call- 
“(lor by the senate, in relation to the light-houses 
in tie United States. Laid on the table, and order- 
ed to be printed. 
bi Lia Senate resumed the consideration of the 
mat ‘ranting pre-emption rigats to settlers on the 
Padiie lands. | 
_ ar. Webster said he wished to suggest the pro- 
Mlety of adding a provision to this bill which he 


deem necessary. Itseemed there was no exist- 


lng 
Bat 





| 


| 
| 
! 
| 


"oe fovision in law by which a prompt and correct | that of personal residence. 
*tUement could be made in case of contested claims | the purpose of pre-emption laws had been defeated 


importance and necessity of his amendment. 

Mr. Clay of Ala., briefly opposed the amend- 
ment, and argued more at large in favor of the bill 
and the policy on which it was founded. 


Mr. Webster thought the most important part of | 


Mr. Crittenden’s amendment, that relating to actu- 
al residence, had been lost sight of in this debate. 
Mr. W. was in favor of allowing the actual settler 
a home, with sufficient land for his maintenance; 
and it was an important provision to afford protec- 
tion to him as well as the government. He did not 
deein cultivation so important a consideration as 
In numerous instances 


It was very important that the law should | 


* | 
The law terms seliled and cultivated | 
ne Be L | had been subject to great abuse, which ought to be | 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, of J 
fulton, Grundy, Hnbbard, King, | 


yon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, | ere ; . + : 
vie a, sg “oe | the commissioner of the general land office had de- | 


cided that a house must be built, and a crop sown | 


by speculators. The rankest speculator sometimes 
,puton the humble garb of the settler who wants a 
home; and this resulted in injury to the actual set- 
tler which ought to be prevented by such a provi- 
sion as the amendment now proposed. Speculators 
had repeatedly come into possession of land, in 
cases of great importance, by attorneys or assignees 
taking possession of the land without any view to 
the maintenance of a family upon it. And by this 
_bill it was provided that in case two persons should 
establish a claim to the same section, it should be 
divided between them, so that the man acting by an 
| attorney would divide the land with a man having a 
family. Cultivation was not important; if the man 
lived on the land he ought to be entitled to it; he 
might be a mechanic, or other person, whose chief 
object was not cultivation. Mr. W. would regret 
the loss of the amendinent by any difficulty relating 
to cultivation; he was anxious that it should become 
a part of the bill. 

After a few remarks by Mr. Walker, 

Mr. King moved to amend Mr. Crittenden’s 
amendment by adding, ‘potatoes or the sugar-cane;”’ 
which modification Mr. C. afterwards accepted, so 
asto make his amendment require the cultivation 
of at least one acre in corn, small grain, cotton, po- 
tatoes, or the suvar-cane. 

Mr. Clty, of Kentucky, said that in no shape 
which should be given to this bill could he give it 
|his vote. In any aspect it was to be considered as 
a bounty, ora grant of the property of the whole 
people to a small part of the people; often the spec- 
ulator; and Mr. C. would like to know by what 
authority such a bil! could be passed. He regard- 
ed it as a reward for the violation of law; as a di- 
rect encouragement to intruding lawlessly on the 
lands of the United States, and for selecting and 
|taking what the trespasser pleased of the property 
of the whole people; and he was not to be deterred 
from the most strenuous opposition to such mea- 
sures by any denunciation, come from what quar- 
ter it might, let these measures be supported by 
whom they might. 

But he would not now enter into the considera- 
| tion of granting the public property in the manner 
_proposed by this bill. He had risen to notice a sub- 
ject which seemed to have been lost sight of. It 
/had been said the government lost nothing by pre- 
(emption; but Mr. C. could not conceive how the 
-aceounts were made out in proof of this assertion. 
The president tells us that the whole average 
amount gained above the minimum price is only 
about six cents per acre; others state it at two, four 
and five cents; and the secretary of the treasury as- 
| serted, in his annual report, that the revenue would 

be augmented by the passage of a pre-emption Jaw. 
The pre-emption law! As if the competition of a 
fair open public sale would not produce more; as if 
pre-emptioners would not go to the public sales, if 
pre-emption were denied them, and buy their land 
as reasonably as it could be purchased! Could any 
one be so stupid as to suppose that the gain on the 
land could be greater by pre-emption than by pub- 
lic auction? 
But Mr. C. wished especially to call the attention 
of the senate to a document to which he would re- 
fer. Two years ago a report from the commissioner 
of the land office had been sent here by this same 
secretary of the treasury, the report of a person 
more conversant with settlements in the western 
_country than perhaps any man in congress, and cer- 
tainly more than any connected with the executive 
government, the late commissioner, Mr. Brown, 
the late governor of the state of Ohio. What did 
he say of the loss incurred by pre-emption laws?— 
The document was No. 211 of the session of 1836. 
The whole of it was well worthy of deliberate pe- 
rusal, and it was replete with fraud, abominable ex- 
ecrable fraud, scandalous to the country, scandal- 
ous to the government, and scandalous to the perpe- 
\frators. In saying this, Mr. C. would not denounce 
,any whole class; but he would say that the pre- 
emption system was a scheme of heartless and 
boundless speculation, What does the commission- 
er say? 

“This office possesses no data whereby to estimate 
with tolerable accuracy how far the sales of public lands 
have been affected, in respect to quantity, by the pre- 
emption act of 19th of June, 1834. Considering the 
great demand for land within the last two years, it re- 
| mains to be shown that a greater number of acres has 
been disposed of in that period in consequence of the 
privilege it confers. It is quite impossible to estimate 
with satisfactory accuracy the effect that has been pro- 
duced on this branch of tlie revenue by allowing (to 
those who have, and pretend to, a right of preference) 
the choice, at the lowest rate, of distinguished sites for 
towns, and their vicinities, the best mill seats, andthe 
finest farming lands, including those so highly prized for 
the culture of cotton. 

“The general land office has no certain data fora 
just calculation of the amount which the treasury has 
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been prevented from receiving by the operation of this 
law; but considering the many tens of thousands of 
¢laims that have arisen under it, and the prevailing de- 
sire in the meanwhile to vest money in public land, the 
conclusion seems fair that the selected spots would have 
been sold for a price proportioned to their excellence, if 
no such law, nor any improper conspiracy, had existed. 
The estimate of three millions ofdollars, which I had the 
honor to submit to you on the 28th of January last, ap- 
pears, to me, now, to underrate much rather than mag- 
nify the difference between the receipts for pre-emption 
concessions, and the sum the same lands would have 
brought into the treasury, had no impediment laid in the 
way of full and free competition for the purchase. 

“It is but just, however, to observe that the revenue 
from public aa has not been impaired by pre-emp- 
tions alone, and I may be allowed to remark, in this 
place, that the information, on the subject of the last re- 
solution referred to me, consists of what common fame 
represents as avowed and notorious, to wit: that the 

ublic sales are attended by combinations of two kinds, 
interested in keeping bids down to the minimum,—the 
one composed of those who have, and those who pre- 
tend to, a right of preference, and resort 1o intimidation 
by threats and actual violence, as exemplified most par- 
ticularly at the public sales, at Chicago, in June, 1835, 
when and where the controlling party is represented to 
have effectually prevented those from bidding who were 
not accepiable to themselves; the other description 
formed of persons associated to frustrate the views of 
individuals desirous of purchasing, who refuse to join 
their coalition or submit to their dictation, by compell- 
ing the recusants to forego their intended purchases, or 
give more than the market value of the lands.” 


Now, resumed Mr. C. how did this conspiracy 
take place? He would tell. In September last the 
Indian title had been extinguished to a tract of most 
valuable land in Indiana, at one.dollar per acre, by 
the United States. What was the consequence?— 
The instant the Indian title was extinguished there 
was arush upon it from all quarters; and if that 
land should be exposed at public sale, it would be 
found that these men who had seized the property 
of the people of the United States would combine 
to intimidate and overawe all competitors, and there- 
by acquire the land on their own terms. In this 
way lawless men had often combined, not only 
without, but against the positive authority of law; 
and here, while vindicating the rights and guarding 
the property of the whole people, Mr. C. would not 
be awed. nor deterred from performing his duty by 
any personal considerations. He would read no 
more of this document, senators could read it at 
their leisure; it was the deliberate judgment of an 
experienced and intelligent man against the whole 
system of pre-emption. 

But he wished to call the attention of the senate 
to some official documents, one of which was from 
a district attorney, he believed of Louisiana: 


“Si: I present, herewith, a number of affadavits in 
relation to pre-emptions obtained by Grabriel H. Tutt 
to the southeast quarter, Richard ‘Tutt to the east half 
of the northeast quarter, and Benjamin Tutt to the 
west half of the northeast quarter, of section number 
three west, in the land district of Dempolis, in the state 
of Alabama. These affidavits have been taken by 
some of the most respectable men in the state of Ala- 
bama, and have been sent on to me for the purpose of 
procuring the grant of the above pre-emptions to be set 
aside, on the ground that they were obtained by fraud 
and imposition; and that this is the fact, I entertain no 
doubt whatever. Shortly before I left Alabama I was 
in the immediate vicinity of the above lands, and 
heard a number of persons speaking of the manner in 
which they had been paid out; and the opinion was 
general, without exception, that a most shameful and 
scandalous imposition had been practised upon the go- 
vernment. ‘There is no doubt that a!] the lands men- 
tioned were paid out at the instance and for the benefit 
of James B. Tutt, a man, to my knowledge, of notori- 
ously bad character. Gabriel H. Tutt, as the affadavit 
shows, is a citizen of Greene county, (the county in 
which | reside myself, and I know him well), and that 
he never did reside on the quarter section paid out in its 
name, or near it, his residence in Greene county being 
at least fifteen or twenty miles from the land paid out 
in hisname. Richard Tutt and Benjamin Tutt are, I 
believe, both public paupers, and have been so for years; 
I am confident as to one, and am satisfied in my own 
mind as to the other. I have known them for several 
years; they have lived in Green county, and have been 
supported at the charge and expense of the county. 
Neither of them, as the affadavits show, have resid- 
ed on the lands since they were paid out, and Rich- 
ard Tutt was not on the land paid out in his name 
until January, 1834, and had no improvements what- 
ever in 1823,” ae 

“Tf reckless and unprincipled men can succeed in 
cheating and defrauding government, by appropriating 
and securing to their own use public land at the mini- 
mum price, under acts of bounty and benevolence, 
passed for the benefit of honest, enterprising, and indus- 
trious settlers, corruption and venality must and will 
become the order of the day, wherever there is a quarter 
section of public land left worth contending for; and it 
ig greatly to be feared that this has become too much 
the case already. May I ask to be informed of any 
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steps taken by the department in this matter, as early 
as convenient.” 

And here (said Mr. C.) are some comments of 
the receiver of the land office at Mount Salus, who 
tells us he has been in the public service since 
1806. 

“Ttis much to be regretted that the surveys are not 
made and the lands offered for sale before the country 
is settled. Pre-emption in parts of the country where 
there are no private claims to adjust,seem to hold out 
rewards to those who, in the first instance, violate the 
laws with a view of greatly benefitting themselves, by 
securing the choice parts at the lowest price, while 
others, more conscientious, wait for the public sales. It 
has a very demoralizing effect; the temptation is so great 
to get land worth five or ten dollars an acre, in man 
instances, at the government price for the poorest land, 
that witnesses will be found to prove up the occupancy 
of the land. It occasionssevere disputes between the 
settlers, and much troublesome unthankful service for 
the officers, all of which would be avoided by hasten- 
ing the surveys,and immediately offering the land for 
sale. The witnesses are sometimes probably deceived 
by not knowing where the subdivisional lines would 
run if extended through the tracts.” 

The same officer, (said Mr. C.) in illustrating 
the subject in another place, sayse— 

“The pre-emption system is not a_practicable sys- 
tem to dispose of the public lands; and if the president 
could see the outrageous uproar and confusion in the 
register’s office for one day, 1 am well convinced he 
would never sign another pre-emption law. The pre- 
emption rights heretofore were confined to small dis- 
tricts, interspersed with private claims, and the right 
was given only to actual settlers who resided on the 
very tract claimed by them, and then only to heads of 
families, and persons over 21 years of age. There 
were no floating rights. Even that system created 
great confusion and fraud in Louisiana, and was gene- 
rally believed to do more harm than good. I know one 
considerable battle royal fought on the occasion. and 
was told by the deputy surveyors that many of the 
tracts they surveyed, perhaps in the very year the pre- 
emption right was obtained, were in a wild state, where 
they did not see the trace of a human being, and were 
proved to be in a state of cultivation. At present it is 
customary for the leader of a partv of speculators to 
agree with a number of dealers. with their witnesses, 
men, women, and children, to meet on a certain day at 
the register’s office. They come like the locusts of 
Egypt, and darken the office with clouds of smoke and 
dust, and an uproar occasioned by whiskey and ava- 
rice, that a register at least can never forget. 

“The many different propositions made by members 
of congress to dispose of the public lands makes it pro- 
bable that some change in the system will be effected; I 
therefore ask your indulgence to make some general 
remarks onthe subject. Ihave been engaged in the 
land business from the year 1806, first as a deputy 
surveyor, about one year; then about fifteen years as 
principal deputy for the western district, Louisiana; 
four vears of which, as one of the commissioners for 
deciding on and adjusting the claims of that district; 
and have now been more than eight years register for 
the Choctaw land district. I think it is to be regretted 
that there isso much feverish anxiety to make altera- 
tions in the land system by members of congress, who 
have not the practical experience necessary to enable 
them to avoid confusion and endless difficulties. 

“The pre-emption act of the 29th May, 1830, is the 
most unguarded, and in all respects the worst land law 
that has ever been passed inthe United States. In dis- 
tricts where the public land could not be disposed of for 
many years, on account of private claims, there seemed 
to be some necessity for allowing pre-emptions; but 
where there are no private claims to be adjusted, the ex- 
clusive advantage given to those who go on the most 
choice spots, and that in direct violation of an act of 
congress, has a very unequal bearing and demoralizing 
eflect. Ifthe whole community, who are equally in- 
terested, were authorised by law to make settlements 
on the public lands, the advantages would seem to be 
equal; but, if such was the case, I think it likely that it 
would cause the loss of many lives in the general 
scramble which would take place. If the pre-emption 
right only extended to the forfeited lands, or such as had 
been suproved under the credit system, where the tracts 
paid for had cost the parties a high price, there would 
seem to be some reason in it: but that a general sweep 
should be made of the most valuable lands of the United 
States by intruders, at as low a price as that which 
the poorest person in the nation would have to pay for 
the poorest pine barren, is unreasonable in the ex- 
treme.” 

[Mr. Walker. What is the name of that offi- 
cer? ] 

Mr. Clay. Gideon Fitz;and this extract is on 
the 49th page of the document. 

Mr. C. did not intend at present to go so far in- 
to the subjectas he had done, hoping for another 
occasion on which he designed, should God spare 
his health and life, to speak more fully on the 
subject, and endeavor to expose this system of in- 
iquty. . 

Two years ago, according to the official report 
of commissioner Brown, there wasa loss of three 
million dollars, which would not have occurred if 
the land had been put up fairly in the market—a 
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loss oceasioned by this system of iniquity. ang y__ 
combinations which it areadenaa to eS aad 
price, and to prevent all competition. When th. 
senate should receive the account which Mr . 
had called for, [by a resolution,] which he ho, * 
they would receive in time for this bill, they ot ap 
see what amount was received at the public cs 
what was the average price of each acre sold at tl 
public sales, without confounding them with the 
private sales, and making an average from the 
whole. ‘ r 

Mr. Walker, in reply, alluded to a char 
against himself, by “a "sabariesiis letter, that 1 
owned halfa million of pre-emption in Missisgj - 
and to his formal denial inthe senate that he Py 
ed any land whatever in that quarter, or had any 
interest there direct or indirect. He proceeded 4 
considerable length to adduce facts and arguments 
to invalidate the testimony on which Mr, Clay ha) 
depended, and made some allusion to the pre-emp. 
tion part of Mr. Clay’s land bill, and charged the 
old states with grasping after the public lands. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala., (rising at the same time with 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky,) said he had a few words 
wad ag distinguished commissioner of the public 
ands. 


[ Mr. Clay of Kentucky. A bad, a very bad com. 
missioner. } 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, had understood this com. 
missioner to say that there had been a loss of three 
million dollars, occasioned by pre-emption laws, 
which prevented the sale of the public lands. But 
he wished to call the attention of the senate to 
some documentary facts, in 1:egard to the assump- 
tion that government suffered a loss by allowing 
pre-emption, and that the land would sell for more 
under other circumstances. The requisite docu- 
ments were on the table, (Mr. C. said) by which 
it would appear, that in 1822, there was an average 
excess of three cents above the minimum price, in 
1823 enly of five, and in 1824 no more than of two 
cents. Atthat time no genera! pre-emption law 
had been enacted. Afterwards there was a still 
farther falling off, and in 1828 the excess was only 
one cent; in 1829 the same. These facts would 
put down the assumption that government had lost 
any thing by pre-emption laws. The document 
to which Mr. C. referred had been obtained only 
within the last ten days, andit appeared from that, 
that up tothe present time, the excess had been 
little more than two cents per acre. 

Mr. C. argued that the pre-emption laws were 
caleulated to put down fraud instead of encourage- 
ing it. The only fraud was that of spectulators, 
and the charge of it against the settlers was utterly 
groundless. ‘T’o oppose this system, and to continue 
that of public auction, was to minister to the cu- 
pidity of speculators; and the most effectual remedy 
— fraud was to be found in pre-emption 

aws. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said he knew how un- 
equal this contest was. A number of senators from 
the new states were ever ready to spring up and 
eulogize the pre-emption laws; but, unequal as It 
was, while Mr. C. had a place here, he would con- 
tend for those interests of the whole people, which 
he was endeavoring to protect. 

Mr. C. would repel the imputation of the senator 
from Mississippi against the old states. It was 
not the old states, but some of the new, that were 
grasping at the public domain. If there was such 
a spirit any where, it was not in the old states, but 
eomewhere else. 

Mr. ©. said the subject of the public lands had 
been forced upon him by the political party of the 
senator from Mississippi several years ago. The 
land bill for distributing the proceeds of them was 
the consequence ; but was there any thing ol 
grasping even in that? It did not propose to touch 
the land system, to alter or affect the price or the 
mode of sale. The old, the tried system was ad- 
mirable. Under the auspices of such men as Jer- 
emiah Morrow, nothing human could have been 
more perfect or just. But what did that measure 
propose? To distribute the whole nett proceeds of 
the lands among all the states, old and new, al- 
lowing to the new an extra bounty of fifteen pe! 
cent. What kind of grasping by the old states was 
this? And how was the equitable measure recelv- 
ed by some of the new states? The senator was 
mistaken; it was not the old states to whom his 1m- 
putation would apply; the hand that made the gu? 
was thrust from some other quarter. 

Mr. C. had no part in the charge against the sen- 
atorin relation to lands in Mississippi; but how 
had he maie out in his vindication of the officers 
of the government? The commissioner of the lau 
office was not to be believed, because he differed 
from him; a commissioner appointed by the immo! 
tal Jackson, governor of Ohio, and well worthy (0 
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be sent on a foreign mission, was not to be believ- 
ed, because his views did not agree with those of 
the senator from Mississippi. But could the sena- 
tor say that the two or three millions of acres taken 
up by pre-em tions might not have produced, at 
ublic sales, the three million dollars which the 
commissioner had estimated to have been lost? 
Had not the senator himself stated, at a former ses- 
gion, that many of these lands were worth fifty dol- 
jars per acre? 

Mr. C. after a fewremarks on certain frauds in 
Louisiana, and on the alleged frauds in Mississip- 
pi, recurred to the case of the valuable land in In- 
diana, for which there is a contest between individ- 
uals and the legislature. He hoped, if either party 
should get the land, it would be the whole state. 
But the legislature was now in session, and what 
did they seem themselves to think of individual pre- 
emption rights, when not the whole union, but 
that state alone, was concerned?) They gave thir- 
ty-nine yotes against individual pre-emption rights, 
aod only five votes in favor. Mr. C. would read a 
short account of the debate on this point. 

(Here Mr. Clay read parts of several speeches in 
the Indiana Legislature, denouncing the pre-emp- 
tion system, and showing that the land which had 
been recently acquired from the Miami Indians 
was attempted to be appropriated by speculators, 
under the garb of poor settlers.] 

Mr. C. had taxed his recollection in relation to 

ersons in Kentucky, to whom pre-emption rights 
Pad been granted; and he knew of but one man 
who lived on land granted to him by Virginia as a 
settler. Mr. C. was for abiding by, defending, and 
protecting the land system heretofore existing, 
againt all and every material innovation. 

Mr. Young thought this amendment, if adopted, 
would do serious injury. There were many per- 
sons who wished to settle with a view to carry on 
a trade, erect and manage a mill, &c. who would 
be virtually excluded by the amendment. On the 
prairies also it was the practice to cultivate at first 
without enclosing, to whoin injury would accrue 
by requiring enclosures. 

Mr. Linn alluded to another class of emigrants 
that would be cut off by the amendment; many 
brought fruit trees with them, and of course their 
first object was to set them out. He thought itim- 
possible to make any distinctions without injury to 
some. 

Mr. Crittenden here accepted the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. King, adding ‘‘potatoes or the sugar- 
cane.” 

Mr. Crittenden’s amendinent was then agreed to 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, King, Kmght, 
McKean, Merrick, Morris, Nichols, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Smith, of Conn., 
Snith, of Ia. Southard, Spence, Swift, ‘Tallmadge 
Webster—-26. 

NAYS--Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, Mouton, Norvell, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, 
ems Walker, White, Williams, Wright, Young— 


A conversation here took place between Messrs. 
Webster, Walker, Bayard, and King, in relation to 
the rules according to which this bill should be con- 
strued and carried into execution, when 

Mr. Bayard moved an amendment requiring this 
bill to be carried into effect according to such rules 
a3 had been prescribed by the commissioner of the 
general land office, and were now in force. 

After some further conversation on this point by 
Messrs. Benton, King, and Calhoun, 

Mr. Linn, (a motion to adjourn having been twice 
made and withdrawn,) said he wished to offer an 
amendment of great consequence to his constitu- 
ents, and also of some delicacy; he could present 
it this evening, but he would prefer more time. 

Mr. Bayard moved to postpone this bill till Mon- 
day, with a view to adjourn to thatday. Nega- 
lived, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Ky., 
Clayton, Crittenden, | Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Smith, of Ia., Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, Williams—23. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nich- 
olas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Robinson, Se- 
Vier, Smith, of Conn., Walker, White, Wright, 

ONne—-25, 

The question recurring on Mr. Bayard’s amend- 
ment, and he having said a few words in its sup- 
port, 

_ Mr. Morris said the rules themselves should be 
In the act; and he therefore moved that when the 
senate adjourn it adjourn to meet on Monday, with 


r 


an intimation that if this motion prevailed, he 
would then move an immediate adjournment. 

Mr. Hubbard objected, the motion requiring 
unanimous consent. 

The senate then adjourned—Yeas 29, nays 17. 

January 27. Mr. Prentiss presented the petition 
of a number of the inhabitants of Groton, New 
Hampshire, praying for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. Mo- 
tion to receive laid on the table. 

Petitions were also presented: 

By Mr, Grundy, from citizens of Davidson coun- 
ty, Tennessee, for a post route. Referred. 

By Mr. Norvell, praying appropriations for a har- 
bor and light-house in Michigan. Referred. 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana asking the extention 
of the franking privilege to the state executives. 
Laid on the table, as the prayer of this petition had 
already been rejected. 

By Mr. Lyon, praying an appropriation to com- 

lete a road in the vicinity of Toledo, Michigan. 

e ferred. 

And by Messrs. Allen, 
vidual claims. Referred. 

Unfavorable reports from committees were made 
and agreed to, on petitions from Jobn Sherborne, 
John Boyer, and from the representative of a per- 
son killed in Texas. 

The unfavorable report on the claim of Joseph 
W. Page was taken up and agreed to. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
prestieg pre-emption to settlers on the public 
ands. 

The question being on Mr. Bayard’s amendment 
requiring that evidence of settlement should be gi- 
ven, to the satisfaction of the Register and Receiver 
in the particular district where the land might lie 
in accordance with rules heretofore prescribed by 
the commissioner of the general land office, and 
now in force— 

Mr. Walker read a portion of the decision of the 
attorney general on this point against the claim of 
a settler by attorney or agent. 

After a brief conversation by Messrs. Knight, 
and Smith, of Indiana, and by Messrs. Calhoun and 
Davis, in favor of having the rules incorporated in 
the bill, 

The question on Mr. Bayard’s, amendment was 
taken, and nagatived as follows; 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Ky., 
Clayton, Davis. Knight, Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, 
Robbins, Southard, Swift, Williams—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, 2rown, Clay, of 
Ala., Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of 
Indiana, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, White Wright, 
Young—27. 

Mr. Linn offered the amendment to which he al- 
luded last evening, requiring that this act should 
not be so construed as to deprive, those of the bene- 
fit of pre-emption who were in the possessien of 
certain fractions of land reserved from sales, in con- 
sequence of certain French and Spanish grants then 
unsettled. 

Mr. Clay objected to his amendment that it would 
coversome valuable lands in the older parts of the 
State. 

Mr. Linn, on the suggestion of Mr. Clay, of Ala., 
modified his amendment so as to limit it to the Pal- 
myra land district, as he knew of no case out of it 
for which this provision was asked: 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr Lyon moved an amendment, requiring that no 
pre-emption claim, resting on certificates heretofore 
issued, but contested, should be alfected by this act 
till the certificate should be surrendered by the owner 
thereof. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, thought this amendment 
wrong, as it would cover and protect cases of settle- 
ment by agent and attorney—a deceptive mode of 
obtaining preemption titles, which had been alleged 
to prevail to a great extent. 

After a few remarks by Mr. Clay, of Ala., against 
the amendment as nugatory, and by Mr. Lyon in fa- 
vor of it, 

The amendment was lost, without a count. 

Mr. Hubbard offered an amendment, exempting 
from the operation of this act all lands which had 
been offered at public sale. Cases, he said, had 
occurred in which old settlers had left their improve- 
ments for a time, and had lost them wholly os the 
intrusion of a new settler. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said, on the contrary, 
such lands were the only ones for which the bill 
should grant pre-emtion. 1 ; 

After some remarks on this point by Messrs. 
Hubbard, Robinson, Walker, Morris, Benton, and 
Bayard. 

Mr. Hubbard withdrew his amendment. 
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Mr. Merrick offered an amendment, requiring that 
the benefits of this bill should not accrue to aliens 
or to foreigners who were not naturalized prior to 
December, 1837; their citizenship to be testified to 
the satisfaction of the register and receiver of the 
particular district where the land they should claim 
might lie. 

The debate was continued till dark, by Messrs. 
Merrick, Walker, Clay, of Alabama, Norvell, Ben- 
ton, Clay, of Kentucky, Young, Buchanan, Linn, 
Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Tipion, Morris, White, 
Prentiss and Lyon, on this and the following propo- 
sitions, and more or less at large on the general 
subject. 

Mr. Merrick’s amendment was lost as follows: 

-YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Ky., Clayton 
Crittenden, Knight, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
pobhine, sate of Ind., Southard, Spence, Talimadge, 

ipton—15. 

AYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Walk- 
er, White, Williams, Wright, Young—27 

Mr. Clay of Kentucky, offered an amendment 
that all settlements on the public lands, from and 
after the Ist of December, 1837, should be prohibit- 
ed, and that intruders should be removed therefrom 
in case of such settlement. Negatived as follows. 

Y EAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Divis, Knight, Merrick, 
Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Southard, 
Spence, Webster, Williams—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Ind‘ Tipton, Walker, White, Wright, Young—27. 

Mr. Smith of Indiana, moved an adjournment. 
Negatived—Yeas 21, nays 23, 

Mr. Smith then moved to strike out December in 
the bill, and insert September, 1837, for the limit of 
settlement on the public lands, with a view to ex- 
clude the Miami district, which the state of Indiana 
wishes to secure for itself. Negatived as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Merrick, Morris, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Webster, White, Williams—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Robinson, Sevier, 
‘Tipton, Walker, Wright, Young—19. 

he Miami district was afterwards specially ex- 
cluded from the operation of the bill. 

Mr. Crittenden moved an adjournment. Nega- 
tived—Yeas 21, nays,2l: the president voting in 
the negative. 

Mr. Morris immediately renewed the motion to 
adjourn. Negatived—Ayes 18, noes 19. 

Mr. Prentiss moved an amendment, requiring 
that any person who should procure a title to land 
under the provisions of this bill, should pay the 
government at least one-half the value of the land 
above the minimums prjce, to be determined by dis- 
interested and competent arbiters. Negatived as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Ky., Clayton, Crittenden, 
Davis, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Southard, 
Spence—10., 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Ala., Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell” 
Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Tipton, 
“a Webster, White, Williams, Wright, Young, 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved an adjournment. 
Negatived—Ayes 16 noes 21. 

On motion of Mr. Young, the bill was amended 
by striking out the part relating to the cultivation 
of one acre in. corn, small grain, cotton, potatoes, or 
the sugar cane, and a substitute inserted requiring 
that the settler should be a householder of twenty- 
one or more years of age, and (on the suggestion of 
Mr. Webster) should be an actual resident on the 
land for which pre-emption should be claimed. 

The bill was then reported to the senate, the 
anendmentsall read, (on the call of Mr. Morrts,) 
and agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading by the following vote: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan. 
Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Rgbinson, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, Web- 
ster, White, Williams, Wright, Young—26. 

NAYS—Messrs.Calhoun, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Merrick, Prentiss, Roane, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift—12. 

The senate then, at near 6 o’clock, adjourned. 

January 29. The vice president communicated a 
report from the treasury department, transmitting 
sundry documents in answer to the resolution of the 
24th inst. requiring copies of the correspondence 
between that departinent and the banks of the Dis- 
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trict of Galatabia: after the passage of the deposite 
law and the suspension of specie payments, relative 
to the increase of their loans and discounts; and, 

Qn motion of Mr. Allen, the report and docu- 
iifeats were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The vice president also communicated a report 
from the war departinent, transmitting, in compli- 
ance with the act of March, 1837, the report of the 
agents appointed to inquire what depredations have 
been committed by the Seminole and Creek Endians 
on the property of the citizeas of Florida, Georgia, 
and Alabama; and, 

On motion of Mr. Clay of Alabama, it was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The vice president also communicated a report 
from the war department, transinitting the report of 
the chief engineer, in answer to the resolution of the 
senate of the 25th inst. relative to the amount ex- 
pended on the improvement of the navagation of 
the Missouri river; which, on motion of Mr. Linn, 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The vice president also communicated a letter from 
the war department, transmitting two reports from 
the chief engineer, accompanied by certain docu- 
inents relative to the claims of Henry Gale to the 
Pea Patch island, in the Delaware; and 

On motion of Mr. Bayard, it was laid on the ta- 
ble and five hundred extra copies were ordered to 
be printed, 

The vice president also communicated a report 
from the war department, aecompanied by certain 
surveys in reference to the Rock river and Des 
Moines rapids of the Mississippi, made in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the senate; and 

On motion of Mr. Young, it was laid on the ta- 
ble, and fifteen hundred extra copies were ordered 
to be printed. 

The vice president also communicated a report 
from the navy depart nent, made in compliance with 
the provisions of the 2d section of the act of the 9th 
May, 1836, showing the expenditures under the 
contingent fund, of the office of the secretary of the 
navy, ‘and the office of the commissioners of the 
navy; which was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed.. 

Mr. Swift presented the memorial of sundry citi- 
zens of Knox county, Illinois, remonstrating against 
the annexation of Texas to the Union; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Calhoun presented a communication from the 
governor of the state of South Carolina, inclosing 
the resolutions passed by the Legislature of that 
state, asking an appropriation for ‘the preservation 
of Charleston harbor; referred to the cominittee on 
commerce. 

Mr. McKean presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying congress to abolish 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia; the question on the reception of which was, on 
inotion of Mr. Clay of Alabama, laid on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan present d the petition of twenty- 
four youths of the city and county of Philadeiphia, 
asking for the speedy extinction of slavery in the 
District of Columbia and territories of the United 
States; and, 

On motion of Mr. Clay of Alabama, the question 
of its reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wail presented a petition from Robert Achi- | 
son of New Jersey, to the same purport, which was 
similarly dispose d of. 

Mr. Wall presented a petition of sundry citizens 


of Philadelphia, praying for an appropriation to | 
eoinplete the frigate Raritan, now on the stocks; | 


and 

Also, Mr. Wedsiler presented two similar petitions 
for the same object; both of which were referred to 
the committee on naval affairs. 

Also, Mr. Wedsier presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Massachusetts, remonstrating against 
reducing the duties on wollen blankets: seferred to 
the committee on manufactures. 

A number of petitions from individuals, praying for 
pensions, &c. were presented and appropriately re- 
ferred 

Resolutions were offered and severally agreed to 

By Mr. Norvell, instructing an inquiry in com- 
mittee, a3 to an appropriation for the construction 
of a Macadamized or railroad from Milwaukie, 
Michigan, through the mineral region, to some point 
in Wisconsin, on the Mississippi. 

By Mr. Sevier, for an inquiry as to granting a pen- 
sion to the heirs of Peter Craig 

By Mr. Wall, calling on the ‘secretary of war for 
a report of the survey of Craw Shoal, in Deleware 
bay, with a view to the construction of a breakwa- 
ter and artificial harbor, if the report has been made, 
and, if not, to state the reasons why. 

By Mr. Linn, for an inquiry in committee as to| 


of the Missouri river from its mouth to Fort Lea- 
venworth. 

The unfavorable report on the claim of Garret 
Henderson (or Anderson) was taken up and agreed 
to. 

The bills for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Newman, of Jaines steele, and of Babcock, 
were se verally considered and ordered to be engross- 

d for a third reading. 

The engrossed bill granting pre-emption to set- 
tlers on the public lands was read a third time, and 
the question announced from the chair to be on the 
passaye of the biil. 

Mr. Webdster rose and submitted the reasons which 
would induce him to vote for the bill; after whom 
Messrs. Niles, Sevier, Caihoun, Young, Lyon, Clay, 
of Kentucky, Clay, of Alabama, and Hubbard fol- 
lowed, and continued the debate till past four 
Oo clock; when the senate adjourned. 

[In the course of the debate, Mr. Webster rose 
and said, that whatever opposition might be made to 

this bill, in his opinion, some provision of this na- 
ture was necessary and proper, and therefore he had 
supported it, and he should now vote for iis final 
passage. 

Although entirely indisposed (said Mr. W.) to 
adopt any measure which nay prejudice the public 
interest, or trifle with this great subject, and oppos- 
ed at all times to all new schemes and projects, I 
still think the time has come when we must, from 
necessity, propriety, and justice, make some provi- 

sion for the existing case. We are not now at the 

moment when pre-emption rights are first to be 
granted; nor can we recall the past. 
things now actually existing must be regarded.— 
To this our serious attention is summoned. There 
are now known to be many thousands of settlérs on 
public lands, either not yet surveyed, or the surveys 
not yet returned, or, if surveyed, not yet brought 
into market for sale. 

The first question naturally is, how came they 





on to the public lands? And to this question it may 


lands under the encoura een of previous ¢ acts of 
congress. ‘hey have settled and built houses, and 


it has, in repeated instanecs, dealt with others 
This bas been the universal sentiment and expecta- 
tion. Others have settled on the public lands cer- 
tainly with less encoarayement from acts of con- 
gress than these settlers “have had, and have yet 
been allowed a pre-einption right. These settlers, 
therefore, have confidently looked for the saine pri- 
vilege. 

Another cireumstance is fit to be mentioned.— 
Very large purchases of the public land are known 
to have been made in 1835 and 1836. These pur- | 


settlement; and they were made, in many cases. in 
large tracts, by companies or by large single pro. | 
prietors, who nurehase ‘d for purposes of investinent, | 
and with a view to retain the lands until their value 
should be enhanced by the general settiement and | 
improvement of the country. These purchases 
would be, of course, of the best and freshest Jands 
In the market; that is, they would be in the most | 
recent surveys, or, In other w ords, in the surveyed | 
districts most advanced into the interior. Now [| 
have understood from good authority, that it has of- 
ten happened to the northwest, (and of the south- 
west I know little,) that persons disposed to pur- 
chase and settle on the frontier have, in many in- 
stances, found themselves unable to buy to their 
satisfaction, either of government or individuals.— | 
Government bad sold the best lands to companies 
or io individual proprietors, and these last were dis- 
posed to keep, and not to sell. Or they or their 

agents were either unknown, or were living in dis- 
tant parts of the country, so that apylication to pur- 
chase could not readily be made to them.’ 

These circumstances, there can be no doubt, 
created a new incentive to pass beyond the surveys, 
set down on the public domain, ‘and trust to con- 
gress for a pre-emption right, such as has been 
granted in previous instances. The result of these 
causes is, that settlements have become quite ex- 
tensive, and the number of people very large. In 





sissippi there are supposed to be from thirty to filty | 
thousand inhabitants. Over this region congress 


law, and encouraged the building of villages and | 
towns, and yet the country has not been brought 


'info the market for sale, except it may be small | 


quantities for the sites of villages and towns. In| 





other parts of Wisconsin a similar state of things | 
exists, especially on and near the border of Lake | 


there? How did this great number of persons get | 


be truly answered, that they have gone on to the | 


made improvements, in the persuasion that con- | 
gress would deal with them in the same manner as | 


chases exceeded the quantity necessary for actual | ' 


that part of Wisconsin which lies west of the Mis- | 


has extended civil government, established courts of | | 


'and much Gistress. 
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made and commercial towns erected, soe 
them already of considerable importance, but \ her, 
the title to the land still remains in the government 
Similar cases exist in Indiana, Illinois, and Michi. 
gan, and probably, also, in the southwestern ¢; 

Now, said Mr. W., the practical question is. , vat 
is to be done in these cases? What are we to do 
with those settlers, their improvements, and j}, 
lands on which they live? Is there any one y), 
would propose or desire that these lands should be 
put up at open auction, improvements eid all, gy) 
sold to the highest bidder, without any regard y hat. 
ever to the interest or protection of the settlers: 
For my part, E could propose no such thing, nor by 
any means consent to any such thing. ’ 

Nor do I suppose that there could be such an aye. 
tion, and that other persons could attend and bid 
it freely, and over-bid tie actual settlers for thej, 
own seltlements and improvements, withont cists, c 
ance and violation of the public peace. Nor wou)d 
a doliar of money, in my judgment be realized by 
the treasury by such a course of proceeding, be youd 
what would be received for the same lands under 
thislaw. As to the eines justice of the bill, e 
policy, or the degree of indulgence which it ho 
out to those who have become ‘settlers, it he to 
| be Lyre gta 

That it applies only te those who have rew 

a dy settled on the p ublic lands. And I amo iuite 
willing to concur with others in carrying cut the 
recommendations of the presicent’s inessege, by 
adopting such measures as may be thought wise ard 
reasonable for the future, as shall prevert the je. 


af 


les, 





The state of| currence hereafter of any necessity fer Jews lile 


this. 
. The bill makes no donation, or gratuity. It 
grants only a pre- emption right—a right of previous 


th e public lauds has been, and now is, actuatiy sold, 
It gives this right only to the extent ef cne 
guerter section—not more than a reaseneble quanti 





-_ se new an d vast regions. 
| . It gives the right only to heads of fe mali S. OF 
| hos use-h olders ‘ actually settled and residing on the 
| tract. 

And, in wey opinion, it is much in favor of ihis 
bill, that what it does grant, it grants (where the 
'requisite proof is made) at ence and forever, wih- 
out mischievous qualifications, and condit' 
seqnent, such as formed pavtof the biil of last year. 

It has been proposed to amend this bill, so as 
limit its benefits to native or naturalized citizensol 
the United States. 

Although I have heretofore been disposed fo fa 





vor such a proposition, yet, on the whole, | tI ink it 
ought not to pass; beeause such a limitation has 
been altogether unknown, in our general system ol 


j land sales, and to introduce it here, whe iy we ave 
acting on rights already acquired, would be both i- 
vidious and unjust 

It has been proposed, also, so to amend the 
as to require tl.at the settler, in addition to the c 
lar and a quarter per acre, slionld pay one-half tne 
actual value of the land above that sum; this valve 
ito be ascertained by - hia sers, appointed by the 
| register of the land cffice. I could not egice ‘0 
this smendinent; because, in the first prec: ve 
have neveradopted the principle of selling lands cu 
appraisement; but, secondly and mainly, hee a use, 
if these settlers have had any ground or reason (0 
expect a pre-emption right from congress, (W! 
is the substantial foundation of the bill,) stig pave 
have had, and now have, reason to expec tit, ¢ ! 
sane terms on which it has been granted to © 

Mr. President, that there may be some undesers 
| ing persons among these settlers, I do not doub' 
That the advantages of this bill may be enjoy ed, i 
some cases, by those who are not actual s: ttlers, 
with hone st, Lona fide purjope of permanen it resi 
ence, 1s very probable. But I believe the gi age 
jority of the cases to which the bill will apply i 
be such as ought to be relieved. I belies e the bill 
lis the readiest way of quieting these fitles ¢ and B S° 
' sessions, which the public interest requires shoul os 
some way, be quieted without jee rer delay. In de (, 
no course is pro posed, bat either to pass this bill, 
or to bring the lands at once to p ‘ubli ic auction, ope” 
to the biddings of all. This last course, Lam por 
suaded, would result in no gain whatever to '° 
| treasury, whilst it might be attended with serious 
| inconvenienee to the publie, and would be sure fo 
| throw whole neighborhoods, villages, and cou pnties 
into state of much excitement, much perplexity ys 
Both fer the coor it hams 
of the country. and ‘for thie interest a proc . 
‘of the settler, I ain of opinion that the bill oug®t © 
pasg. | 

January 30. 


hi}! 


| 
I 
| 
| 


The vice president presented a Te 


making an appropriation to improve the navigation Michigan, where numerous settlements have been} port from the treasury department in relation to pay 


purchase , at the price for which the greater part of 


ty for a farm, in the estimation of the inhabitcnis of 
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ments made of pensions and fishermen’s bounties in Nor 
I at } Ps T..] r T in; 
necticut, ‘Tallmadge, ‘Tipton, Walker, Webster, White, | 


pills of the Commouwealth Bank of Boston, in par- 
cnance of a resolution offered by Mr. Webster. 
~ The report having been partly read, 

Mr. Webster moved the .printing of this docu- 
ment, and said he would take the occasion to pre- 
sent another document, and move that it be printed 
with the former. It appeared, he said, by the report, 
that the secretary of the treasury and the collector 
at Boston went on the same ground—that these 

ayments in Commonwealth Bank bills were volun- 
tarily received—as had been stated by the senator 
from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hubbard.) It hap- 

ened Mr. W. said, that the mail of this morning 
had brought him an affiadvit on this subject, which 
showed what sort of voluntary payments these real- 
ly were. i 

Mr. W. here read the affidavit of Mr. Pickering, 
a memberof the Massachusetts legislature, aflirm- 
ing that he had been instructed to get specie for a 


ension, and that he had in vain endeavored to get | 


any part of it in specie, or in any thing but a check 
on the Commonwealth Bank; he had been told that 
he must take that or nothing... This, Mr. W. said, 
was the way in which these payments were made 
and voluniarily received. 

Mr. Clay of Ala. objected to having this letter 
yrinted among the official documents. 

Mr. Webster did not care in what forin it should 
be printed. 

The report and affidavit were then severally or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also a report from the war department in relation 
to (certain) Indian a:fairs was presented and order- 
ed to be priuted. 

A number of petitions and memorials from indi- 
viduals, &c. were presented and referred, 


| 


vell, Pierce, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
Williams, Wright, Young—30. 
r “ren ~T F ™“ 7 
NAYS—Nessrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Kentuc- 
7 ~~. ° ° “Th: ° 
ky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Merrick, 


Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Wall—18. 

‘The senate then adjourned. 

January 31. The vice president presented a re- 
port from the post office department, of the annual 
contracts for transporting the mail, with the names 
of contractors and applicants for contracts for the 
year 1827. Ordered to be printed. 

Also, statements of all fines and deductions from 
the pay of postmasters. Ordered to be printed. 

The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented. 

By Mr. Southard: From 800 females, against sla- 
very and the slave trade. 

By Mr. Niles: Several petitions on the same sub- 
ject. Motions to receive severally laid on the ta- 
ble. 

By Mr. McKean: The memorial of the anti-sla- 
very society of Pennsylvania, recently assembled at 
Harrisburg, remonstrating against annexing Texas 
to the Union. 

Also, a memorial of similar purport from citizens 
of Berks county, Penn. 

By Mr. Wall: On the same subject. 
ally laid on the table. 

By Messrs. Tallmadge, Soulard, Wall, and Mou- 
ion, on individual claims. Referred. 

On motion of Mr. Roane, the committee for the 
District of Columbia were authorized to employ a 
clerk. 

The unfavorable report on the claim of John Mc- 
Cleary was taken up and agreed to. 


All sever- 





On motion of Mr. Linn, so much of the different 


Mr. Knight presented a memorial from the legis- | reports of commissioners under an act of 1832, as 


lature of Rhode Island, calling on their members of 
congress to prevent the passage of the sub-treasury 
bill, and assigning their reasons therefor. Ordered 
to be printed. 

A nuinber of bills on individual claims were re- 
ported and ordered to asecond reading. 

Mr. Grundy reported a bill to change the time of 
hoiding the United States circuit courts in Ark- 
ansas, Mississippi, and Alabama. 

Also, a bill to change the time of holding the U. 
States circuit courts in Illinois, Michigan, and Ohio. 
Ordered to b2 engrossed for a third reading. 

By Mr. Linn: To amend the act for the appoint- 
ment of commissioners toadjust and settle claims to 
Indian reservations, under the l4th article of the 
treaty of 1839 with the Choctaw Indians. Read 
three times, and passed. 

A nunber of bills were introduced on claims, 
wice read and referred. 

Mr. Buchanan rose to make an explanation, by 
the unanimous consent of the senate. Soime days 
azo, When the military bill had been before the se- 
nate, he had stated that officers of the corps of mili- 
tary engineers had been repeatedly employed as en- 
gineers in the service of railroad and canal compa- 
nies. Sinee that time, he had learned that this re- 
mark ought to have been confined, and was appli- 
crdle alone, to the officers of the topogranhical corps 
of enzinaers. Upon a representation having been 
invade to him to this e‘Tect, he had instituted an in- 
qury on the subject; and the result was, that no 
ollicer of the military engineers proper had been 
this employed. It a.forded him great pleasure to 
mai? this explanation, as he was always desirous 
proaptly to repair any injustice which he might 
have done, 

ssveral resolutions of inquiry were submitted and 
arreed to; after which the following bills were 
reat a third time aad passed: 

For the relief of the heirs of Francis Newman. 

lor the reliefof James Steele. 

i’or the relief of the representatives of the Baron 
Bastrop, those of the Marquis Maison Ronge, and 
Others) Yeas 29,nays 19. [The merits of this bill 
Were disenssed by Messrs. Lian, Critlenden, Buch- 
anin, Preston, ani Sevier. Messrs. Clay of Ky., 


iy 
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relates to private land claims in Missouri, was refer- 


| red tothe committee on private land claims. 


The bill changing the times of holding the U.S. 
circuit courts in Ohio, Michigan, and Illinois, was 
read a third time and passed. — 

Also, the bill to amend the act instituting a com- 
mission for the settlement of land claims under the 
Choctaw treaty of 1830. 

Sub-treasury scheme. 

Mr. Hubbard having moved that all previous or- 
ders be postponed for the purpose of taking up the 
bill imposing additional duties as depositaries on 
certain public officers and for other purposes, and a 
brief conversation having ensued, relating partly to 
the Cumberland-road, and other subjects on the ta- 
ble, in which Mr. Wright urged the great import- 
ance of the sub-treasury bill, and of acting upon it 
speedily, 

Mr. Clay, rose, and addressed the chair as follows: 


| Mr. President, the proposition of the senator from 


New Hampshire, as I understand it, is to postpone 
all the orders of the day which precede that measure 
which is usually called the sub-treasury bill, for the 
purpose of taking that bill up. Sir, for myself] 
am ready, and always ready, to meet that bill when 
it does come up, and to discharge my duty in res- 
pect to it as far as I ean with snch power and hum- 
ble ability as I possess. But I have risen on.the 
present occasion to make a proposition, or rather to 
recommend to the friends of this bill themselves to 
make one. 

It has been said, and said correctly, by the honor- 
able chairman of the finance committee that this 
bill is of immense importance; and, sir, itis my de- 
liberate opinion that there has been no bill, from 
the commencement of the government, of such mo- 


ous consequences, as this. Sir, I have no desire to 
create undue prejndice against this measure, but I 
declare my full aud solemn conviction that all the 
calamities of war with the most potent power on 





i 


earth would be a blessing compared with the con- 
sequences of this measure. Sir, I believe it will 
lead to the consolidation of government, in its fede- 
ral authority, and that it will tend to destroy the 


| power and influenee of the states themselves. It 


aul Walker, were excused, on prviate reasons, froin | will place at the feet of the secretary of the treasu- 


Votiny” 
of inz. | 


ry a power equal to the combined power of the 800 


Cho Senate resumed the consideration of the bill! or 999 banks dispersed throughout the Union; su- 


granting pre-emption to settlers on the public lands— | 


the question being on its passage. 


ly. 


peradded to this, the whole power of the late Bank 
lof the United States. All this, sir, would be the 


Mr. White entered at large into the supportof the | yjtimate result of this measure, if adopted; it will 
iH 


place all this power at the feet of the secretary of the 


Mesars. White Walker, Clay of Kentucky, Clay) treasury, who himself lies at the feet of the presi- 


Of Alabima, Davis, Prentiss, Webster, Young, Ben- 
ton, and McKeaza, followed, and continued the de- 
bate till 6 o’clock. 
The question was then taken, and the bill was 
Passed by the following vote: 
AS—Measrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cathbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Kinz, Lina, Lumpkin, Lyoa, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 


| dent ai the United States. . re 
| Entertaining these opinions of this measure, if Is 


not now be taken up. 





rnentons marnitude, or fraught with such tremend- | 


Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Smith, of | 





opinion as they may choose to transmit to this city. 
I'he Legislatures of several states are now delibe- 
rating on the subject, and some of them have adopt- 
ed resolutions upon it which have not yet reached 
us. At Richmond we know something has been 
done. Sir, I want to hear from the west, from 
Albany, from Richmond, from all quarters of the 
country that are so deeply and vitally interested in 
this measure, before we take the vote npon it; and 
from Harrisburg especially, though last not least, 
that we may*hear what the key-stone state has to 
say on this subject. 

Sir, I say, with surprise, that I cannot compre- 
hend the recent reversal of the course of legislation 
in congress. In the good old days of former times, 
what was the course of legislation? Then all great 
measures originated—where? Inthis branch? No, 
sir; they originated with the people’s representa- 
tives in the other end of the capitol. Measures re- 
lating to taxes, the public treasure, to our armies 
and navies, originated where they ought to origin- 
ate, with those who are nearest the people. There 
these great and important measures were matured 
and sent to the senate. But this safe, republican, 
democratic course of legislation has been totally re- 
versed. Sir, why is this? Is it the result of any 
peculiar composition of the senate, making it near- 
er the executive, or a better mirror of its views, that 
these reversed proceedings have been adopted? At 
this session the army bill has originated here; yes- 
terday the land bill (that great agrarian project) 
was passed here; and now we have the sub-treasu- 
ry project here introduced. Sir, is this the proper 
branch of congress for the origin of such vast mea- 
sures? Why are they originated here? 

But again: is it not a consideration of peculiar 
fitness, that we should hear from the other house 
before we send them this bill again? Last year we 
sent it, nearly as it now is, except that the present 
bill is far more objectionable, mischievous, and 
monstrous than it was; and what became of it?— 
Sir, it was unacceptable to the representatives of the 
people. They did not choose to adopt this new ex- 
periment on our prosperity, and they Jaid it on the 
table, where I hoped it would lie in perpetual and 
eternal repose. Why, then, is this measure again 
brought before us, before we hear from the other 
house? Let it be considered there, and let us hear 
froin the representatives of the people their views 
on this subject. 

Sir, I do not know what will be the fate of this 
measure; but 1 put it to the cousideration of the 
honorable chairman of the committee and his friends 
whether it is not more in character for the senate 
to wait for these instructions fiom legislative bo- 
dies and other proper and popular sources, in rela- 
tion to this measure, rather than thus to burry its 
passage. Sir, is it right thus to act—to commit 
ourselves, our judgment, and our opinions to this 
measure, till these high and legislative authorities 


i shall be heard from? 








| 
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I shall make no motion; I have risen for no snch 
purpose; but to recommend to the friends of the 
measure fo wait a few days or weeks longer, till we 
hear from those bodies who have the subject under 
consideration. 

Mr. Wright, in reply, went briefly into the history 


of the progress of this bill; again alluded to the 


complaints of delay which he said had been made by 
the opponents of the bill, and expressed his readi- 
ness to submit to the will of the senate as to further 
delay. 
originating such measures in the senate. 


Mr. Calhoun remarked on the alleged object of 


former delay, that it was to have time for senators 
to examine and consider the bill, and to prepare sub- 
stitutes and amendments, and said that a good deal 
of feeling was excited when it was hinted that the 
real object was to gain time. He was not disposed 
to doubt the sincerity of these reasons for delay; 
but conid any senator now take that ground for far- 
ther postponement? 

He agreed with the senator from Kentucky that 
this bill was of the deepest import; it claimed the 
profoundest and earliest attention of this body; and 
the senator could not have greater confidence in the 
correctness of his opinions than Mr. C. had in his, 

he senator says It will greatly augment execu- 
tive patronage. 

Mr. Clay. 
will. 

Mr. Calhoun. I shall be glad to meet the senator 
on that question; for if ever there was a quesiion 


I did not say so; but I now say it 


| about which I had perfect confidence, it is that — 
my wish, not on my own account, nor on that of the | So far from augmenting, it will diminish, not only 
friends with whom I am in the habit of acting, but | executive patronage, but that ofthe government ge- 
for the sake of the country, that this measure should | nerally, more than any other measure 
I wish that we should re- | discuss that question now; but, come when it will, 
ceive from our constituents, the states, and the peo- | I stand prepared to make good my ground. 

| ple, such instruction or expcessions of their will and 


I will not 


It was formerly urged by the senator from Ken- 


He would not now discuss the propriety of 
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tucky that this measure wonld create disunion; but, 
as it is out of order now, I ws. Yes speak of dis- 
union, it is therefore now urged by the senator that 
it will cause consolidation. Sir, I feel equal confi- 
dence in my ability to meet this question as to meet 
the other. 

But the senator says the state legislatures are In 
session, and wishes to hear further the expression 
of public sentiment. This is a reason for progress- 
ing with the bill. Let us argue here, and let our 
arguments goto the states, pro and con; we can dis- 
cuss the subject better than the states, as we are 
necessarily possessed of full informafion; and, be- 
fore we come to a decision, most of the state legis- 
latures will have adjourned. The political friends 
of the senator in the legislatures would, I doubt not, 
like to be enlightened by his views on the subject. 
But there are other reasons for proceeding at once. 
The state of commerce and the business of the 
country demand an — decision. 

But the senator complains that the order of busi- 
ness has been reversed; that great measures foriner- 
ly originated only in the house, are now originated 
in the senate. The senate is a smaller body; and, 
from the necessity of the case, it has taken the lead. 
The senate formerly sat with closed doors, on legis- 
lative as well as executive business; and, if the 
senator’s argument is good, they should do so now. 
But the senate is more numerous and popular now 
than it wasthen. I hope the bill will be taken up, 
and let the argument proceed, even if we do not 
come to a decision before we obtain all the infor- 
mation which the senator desires. We can wait 
for the dicision, and let the arguments go on. 

Mr. Clay said the honorable senator, with a vast 
deal of self-complacency, avows his readiness at all 
times to meet and repel arguments from any quarter 
on the points to which he has alluded. Sir, it is 
not my habit to give challenges in advance; but the 
senator may rest assured that, with whateverability 
he may prove there is no augmentation of executive 
patronage by this measure, I think far less ability 
may prove the contrary, when the question comes 
up; and that consolidation, also, of the powers of 
the government is a necessary consequence of the 
measure under consideration. I shall not enter into 
the argument now; all my argument is designed to 
show the, vast importance of this measure, and to 
invite the senate to wait the expressions of opinions 
which we have cause to expect from all quarters of 
the Union. 


But the senator thinks we ought not to wait, but 
first to argue the subject here, and send out our 
opinions to the jury of the country. Butsuppose a 
senator commits himself for or against the measure, 
and instructions come directing him to take the op- 

osite course; what is he to do then? Must he take 

ack his argument and eat his words? No, sir; let us 
inquire, and get our instructions in the good old 
way, and !et tus obey them. Let us not commit 
ourselves one way or the other, till we hear froin our 
constituents, 


Mr, C. again urged that important measures 
ought to originate, as formerly, in the other house. 

He would make no motion to delay this bill, and 
no objestion to Mr. Hubbard’s motion. If the 
friends of this measure, said Mr. C., will not wait 
for further information, let them come on; we are 
prepared for them, and ready to meet even their 
redoubtable champion from South Carolina, and to 
show that the tondency of this measure is to over- 
turn the liberties of the people, and to give to one 
man the powers of the government. 


The senator says it is not now in order to speak 
of disunion; and he does not see that this measure 
can lead both to consolidation and disseverance. 
Sir, I said, at the last session, and I now repeat, that 
the want of a uniform currency is unfavorable to 
union, and its tendency is unfriendly to its exist- 
ence; and I say, also, that consolidation is a result 
of this measure; that is dangerous and destructive 
to the union, because it will appear that it is ruin- 
ous to the best interests of the country, and de- 
structive to liberty. 


As to the senator’s readiness to repel arguments, 
whenever the question ‘shall arise, I trust I can 
show to the country, to every unprejudiced man, 
that the consequences which I have mentioned will 
eusue from this measure. 


Sir, let the motion of the senator from New 
Hampshire prevail, if the friends of this measure 
are not disposed to wait and hear from the high 
authorities that are now considering it; and let 
thein precipitate themselves down the road to ruin 
in which they are proceeding, the ruin not only of 
the ad ‘einlaltatian, bat of the country; we are ready 
to act for their salvation in the best manner we can. 


The previous orders were now postponed, and 
the bill taken up. 


Mr. Wright then rose, and spoke at much length 
in support of the bill, and in explanation of its va- 
rious provisions. 

Mr. Webster having risen, gave way to a motion 
to go into executive business. After which 

The Senate adjourned. 

February 1. The following petitions and memo- 
rials were presented: 

By Mr. Buchanan: Two remonstrances from citi- 
zens of Philadelphia city and county, against grant- 
ing copyrights to foreigners. Laid on the table, 
the bill for this purpose being in progress. 

Also, from umbrella manufacturers in Phil- 
adelphia, asking a restoration of certain duties ex- 
acted fromthem contrary to law. Referred. 

By Mr. Linn: From several individuals in Mis- 
souri, (whom Mr. L. believed mistaken as to the 
alleged fact,) asking indemnity for property taken 
from them by a decision of the supreme court of 
the United States. Referred. 

By Mr. Young: Asking pre-emption rights. 

By Mr. Norvell: Certain legislative resolutions of 
instruction in relation to lighthouses and harbors. 
Referred. 

By Mr. Morris: A 
Laid on the table. 

Also, against slavery and the slave-trade. Mo- 
tion to receive laid on the table. 

By Messrs. Buchanan, Morris, and Ruggles: On 
individual claims. Referred. 

Mr. Fulton, from the committee on the public 
lands, reported a bill to set apart a portion of the 
public domain, onthe west of Missouri and Ark- 
ansas, as bounty lands for the protection of the 
western frontier. Read, ordered to a second read- 
ing, and 1,500 extra copies of the report ordered to 
be printed, with the documents. 

On motion of Mr. White, the claim of John Ro- 
gers was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, the committee on pen- 
sions were authorised to employ a clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the bill to amend the 
judiciary system of the United States was taken up 
slightly amended on motion of Mr. Sevier, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The claim of John Lambert was rejected. 


Sub-treasury scheme. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
imposing additional duties as depositaries on certain 
public officers, &c. and for other purposes. 

Mr. Webster rose and addressed the senate an 
hour and a half in general opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Wright said he gave his views on this point 
yesterday, and now merely asked for the yeas and 
hays on the question, which were ordered. 

Mr. Calhoun stated that his object was to disem- 
barrass the bill; he thought that under the system 
provided by the bill, no excess or surplus would 
he likely to arise, and ifit should, it could be read- 
ily provided for by a separate measure. 

The section was ordered to be stricken out—yeas 
24, nays 13. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Wright, proceed- 
ed to fill up the blanks of the bill, for salaries, ex- 
penses, &c. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentnueky, on the motion to allow 
the receiver general at New York, $3,000 salary, 
said he would suggest, since these blanks were fill- 
ed on the suggestions of the secretary of the trea- 
sury, whether it might not be as well to leave it all 
to his discretion. But as they must take a vote up- 
on it, he called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and the $3,000 were carried as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mor- 
ris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robin- 
son, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Wal- 
ker, Wall, Williams, Wright, Young—2s. 
NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick. 
Nicholas, Preniiss, Robins, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Swift, Tipton, Webster, White 
—17. 

Salaries of $2,500 each were also carried for the 
receivers general at Charleston and St. Louis. 
The blank in the bill for per centage to banks, 
for keeping the public money, was filled with ‘not 
to exceed one-eighth of one per cent.” 

The qnestion having been announced from the 
chair, ‘shall this bill be engrossed for a third read- 
ing?” 

Mr. Rives said he wished to offer a substitute for 
this bill; but not expecting so rapid a progress, he 
was now unprepared, but would endeavor to be 
ready by to-morrow. 

The bill was therefore suspended by general 
consent till to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


gainst the admission of Texas. 





i 


a 


late war, was amended, and ordered to 
ed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, the committee fo; th 
District of Columbia were instructed to inquire “ 
to the condition, &c. of the orphans’ court of th 
District. sere 

The senate then adjourned. 

February2. The vice president presented the fo} 
lowing reports, &c. ‘ 
From the treasury department: A report in ye) 
tion to the $160,000 retained by the late bank af 
the United States, as damages on the protester 
French indemnity draft, stating that the money had 
not been paid to the government by the bank. 0, 
dered to be printed. ; 

From the war department: A report and docy. 
ments froin the commissioner of pensions, with j, 
formation in regard to pension agents, and the in. 
structions given them by the department, called fo, 
by a senate resolution of the 19th alt. Ordered to 
be printed. 

A report and documents in relation to the survey 
of Crow shoal, in Delaware bay. Ordered to be 
printed. 

The report of the survey of the Charleston anq 
Cincinnati railroad. Ordered to be printed, with 
500 extra copies. 

A number of memorials were presented and 
propriately disposed of. 

The following bills were reported from cornyit. 
mtitee, read, and ordered to a second reading: 

By Mr. Spence: For the relief of George J. Whi- 
ton. 

By Mr. Witte: Toauthorize the appointment of 
four additional clerks in the office of the commis. 
sioner of Indian aflairs. 

Mr. Williams offered a resolution, which lies oyer 
one day, calling onethe president for copies of al] 
correspondence, recently received, between this go. 
vernment and those of Great Britain and Maine, on 
the subject of the northeastern boundary, if, in his 
opinion, it can be communicated consistently with 
the public interest. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 

Resolved, That the secretary ofthe treasury be 
directed to communicate to the senate the names of 
receivers of the public money by whom the treasury 
specie order of July, 1836, has been violated, with 
the particulars of each violation. 

The bill to extend and amend the charter of the 
Franklin insurance company was read a third time 
and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Preston, it was ordered that 
when the senate adjourn it adjourn to Monday. 

The senate took up the bill for the relief of Thog. 
L. Winthrop and others, directors of the New Eng- 
land Mississippi land company. [The biil provides 
that the secretary of the treasury be required to pay 
to the petitioners the sum of $95,403; which pay- 
ment shall have the same operation and effect as if 
the same had been decreed to said directors by the 
/commissioners, under an act of congress for their 
indemnification, passed the 31st of March, 1814, 
and the acts supplementary thereto; and shall be 
in full for all claims of said company to the land 
mentioned in said act, (their purchase from the Ya- 
zoo company,) and in their release to the United 
States made in pursuance thereof.] 

The bill was opposed, at much length, by Mr. 
Buchanan, and was advocated, elaborately and earn- 
estly, by Messrs. Clauton, Grundy, Davis, and Wil- 
liams, and was finally recommitted to the judiciary 
committee, with certain instructions, on motion of 
Mr. Buchanan—ayes 23, noes 17. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate took up 
the billimposing additional duties as depositaries on 
certain public officers, &c., and for other purposes, 
witha view to allow Mr. Rives to offer his substi- 
tute for the bill, that it might be ordered to be print- 
ed before the senate adjourned. 

Mr. Rives then offered the following as a substi- 
tute to the bill, which was read and ordered to be 
printed. 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
the following: . 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of 
representatives of the United States of America in 
congress assembled, That the number of banks au- 
thorized by the act of June 23, 1836, to be employed 
as depositories of the public money, shall bot exceed 
twenty-five, (any thing in the said act to the con- 
trary notwithstanding;) that they shall be chosen 
from among the most solid and respectable banks ia 
the states or territories in which they are establish- 
ed, and their locality, as well as number, shall be 
determined purely with reference to the wants and 
convenience of the treasury in conducting its fiscal 
operations. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no bank 
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ay its bills and notes, and all other demands upon 
it, promptly in specie, when required ; nor until it 
shall first have furnished to the secretary of the 
treasury a statement of its condition and business, 
a list of its directors and officers, a copy of its char- 
ter, and such other information as he may require 
to enable him to judge of the soundness of its con- 
ition. 
aac. 3. And be it further enacted. That the banks 
to be employed as depositories as aforesaid, shall be 
selected by the secretary of the treasury in the fol- 
lowing manner to wit; if the selection be made du- 
ring the session of congress, it must, before it take 
effect, be first approved by joint resolution of both 
houses; and if made during the recess, it shall be 
submitted to congress at the commencement of their 
next session, to be confirmed or annulled by them. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
banks, before they shall be employed as the deposi- 
tories of the public money, shall agree to receive the 
saine on the following terms and conditions, to wit: 

First. Each bank shall furnish to the secretary of 
the treasury, from time to time, as often as he may 
require, not exceeding once a week, statements set- 
ting forth its condition and business, as prescribed 
in the second section of this act, except that such 
statements need not contain a copy of the charter 
of the bank ; and the said banks shall furnish to the 
secretary of the treasury and to the treasurer of the 
United States a weeklv statement of the condition 
of his account on their books; and the secretary of 
the treasury shall have the right, by himself, or an 
agent appointed for that purpose, to inspect such 
general accounts in the books of the bank as shall 
relate to the said statements: Provided, that this 
shall not be construed to imply the right of inspect- 
ing the account of any private individual, or indi- 
viduals, with the bank. 

Secondly. To credit as specie all sums deposited 
therein to the credit of the treasurer of the United 
States, (excepting treasury notes, or other Govern- 
ment obligations, that may be receivable in pay- 
inent of public dues, and which are properly 
chargeable to the United States,) and to pay all 
checks, warrants, or drafts, drawn on such depo- 
sites, in specie, if required by the holder thereof. 

Thirdly. To give whenever required by the se- 
cretary of the Treasury, the necessary facilities 
lor transferring the public funds from place to 
place, within the United States and the territories 
thereof, and for distributing the same in payment 
of the public creditors, withont charging commis- 
sions or claiming allowance on account of differ- 
euce of exchange. 

Fourthly. To render to the government of the 
United States all the duties and services heretofore 
required by law to be performed by the late bank 
of the United States and its several branches er 
offices. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the se- 
cretary of the treasury shall be, and he is hereby 
authorized, and it shall be his duty, whenever, in 
his judgment the same shall be necessary or pro- 
per, to require of any bank, selected and employed 
as aforesaid, collateral or additional] securities for 
the safe-keeping of the public moneys deposited 
therein, and the faithful performance of the duties 
required by this act. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the secretary of the treasury to enter 
into contracts, in the name, and for and on behalf 
of the United States, with the said banks so select- 
ed and employed, whereby the said banks shall 
stipulate to do and perform the several duties and 
services prescribed by this act. 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no bank 
which shall be employed as a depository of the 
public money, shall be discontinued as such, or the 
public money be withdrawn therefrom, except for 
the causes hereinafter mentioned; that is to say: 
if at any time, any of the said banks shall refuse, 
or fail to perform any of the duties prescribed by 
this act, and stipulated to be performed by its con- 
tract, or if any of {he said banks shall at any time 
refuse to pay its notes in specie, or if the secretary 
of the treasury shall have reason to believe that 
any of the said banks is no longer a safe place of 
deposite for the public moneys; in any and every 
such case, it shall be his duty to discontinue such 
bank as adepository, and withdraw from it the pub- 
lic moneys which it may hold on deposite ; and, in 
Case of the discontinuance of any of the said hanks 
it shall be the duty of the secretary of the treasury 
to report to congress immediately, if in session, and 
if not in session, at the commencement of its next 
Session, the facts and reasons which have induced 
such discontinuance: Provided, however, That 
hothing herein contained shall be construed to pre- 
vent congress, at any time, from passing any law 





for the removal of the public money from any of 


the said banks, or from changing the terms of de- 
posite, or to prevent the said banks, at any time, 
from ceasing to act as depositories of the public 
money, upon paying over, or tendering to pay, the 
whole amount of public moneys on hand, according 
to the terms of their agreement with the secretary 
of the treasury. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the banks selected as depositories of 
the public money to make settlements with all the 
banks in their vicinity with which they have 
transactions, as often as once a week; and the ba- 
lances due shall be demanded or paid, as the case 
may be, in specie, whenever and to whatever extent 
such requisition, with the approbation of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, shall be deemed necessary to 
check a tendency to over-issues, and to preserve 
the soundness of the currency. ° 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the daty of the secretary of the treasury to adopt 
all such means as he can properly employ, to in- 
duce the banks selected as depositories of the pub- 
lic money, to enter into mutual arrangements for 
receiving and crediting as cash, in payment of the 
public dues, the notes of each other, whenever the 
same may be offered in such payments. 

Src. 10. And be it further enacted. That the re- 
venue of the United States, whether arising from 
duties, taxes, debts, postages, or sales of lands, 
shall be collected and received in gold and 
silver, or in treasury notes, orin the notes of banks 
which are payable and paid on demand in the legal 
coins of the United States, subject tothe following 
restrictions and conditions in regard to the receipt 
of bank notes, to wit: from and after the expira- 
tion of one year from the passage of this act, the 
notes of no banks which shall issue or circulate 
bills or notes of a less denomination than five dol- 
lars, shall be received in payment of the public 
dues; and from and after the expiration of two 
years thereafter, the notes of no banks which shall 
issue or circulate notes of a less denomination than 
ten dollars shall be so receivable: Provided, how- 
ever, that the notes of no bank whatever shall be re- 
ceived in payment of the public dues by the col- 
lectors or receivers of the public money which the 
banks in which they are to be deposited, shall not, 
under the supervision and control of the secretary 
af the treasury, agree to ~ to the credit of the 
United States as cash; and provided, also, that the 
notes of no bank which now fails, on may hereaf- 
ter fail, to redeem its notes in gold am silver, shall, 
at any time, be received in payment of the public 
dues, unless such bank shall, on or before the first 
day of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
have bona fide resumed payments in specie. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in the preceding section shall be so construed as to 
prohibit receivers or collectors of the dues of the 
government from receiving forthe public lands, any 
kind of land scrip or treasury certificates now au- 
thorized by law, but the same shall hereafter be re- 
ceived fer the pubile lands in the same way and 
manner as has been heretofore practised ; and it 
shall not be lawful for the secretary of the treasury 
to make any discrimination in the funds receivable 
between the different branches of the public re- 
venue, except as is provided in this section. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That no bank 
shall be employed as a depository of the public 
money which shall not conform, as to the denomi- 
nation of notes issned or circulated by it, to the 
condition hereinbefore imposed on those banks 
whose paper is allowed to be received in payment 
of the public dues. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the secretary of the treasury to lay 
before congress, at the commencement of each an- 
nual session, and as often thereafter as either house 
may require, a statement of the number and names 
of the banks employed as depositories of the public 
money, and of their condition, and of the amount of 
public money deposited in each, as shown by their 
returns at the treasury, with every other particular 
which may assist congress in forming a satisfactory 
judgment of the safety of the public moneys, and 
of the soundness and responsibility of the deposito- 
ries to which they are committed. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That all acts 
and parts of acts, coming within the purview of 
this act, are hereby repealed. 

The printing of the above substitute baving been 


ordered, 

Mr. Wright asked the unanimous consent of the 
senate to suspend the action of this bill till Monday 
next, as postponing it orlaying it on the table would 
embarrass it with other business that would, in that 
case, take precedence. oa 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, asked'that it might be 
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delayed till Tuesday, to give time to examine Mr. 
Aives’s substitute alter it should be printed. 

Mr. Wright could not consent. The committee 
had made it his duty to call it up on Monday. 

Mr. Clay said he meant to oppose this measure, 
at every step and at every point, with all the ability 
which God had given him; and though Mr. Rives 
might ,well be able to speak on his substitute on 
Monday, Mr. C., without having time to examine 
it, could not hear him as intelligibly as if he had 
previously read and understood his substitute. 

Mr. Wright would agree to Tuesday, if the sub- 
stitute should not be printed in time lo examine it 
before Monday, as it would probably appear in the 
public papers to-morrow. 

Mr. Clay. Very well; that is one compromise. 

The bill further to amend the judiciary system of 
the United States was read a third time and passed. 

The chair (Mr. King) presented, from the trea- 
sury department, in pursuance of a resolution of the 
Ist inst. a letter from Captan M. C. Perry, in rela- 
tion to the light-houses of the United States, with 
a communication from the fifth auditor on the same 
subject. Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Southard presented a memorial from certain 
British subjects, stating thatthe late law respecting 
patents operated unfavorably for them, and praying 
the attention of congress to the subject. Referred. 

On motion of Mr. Webster and Mr. Niles, 2,000 
extra copies of the report from the treasury depart- 
ment, in relation to the commonwealth bank of Bos- 
ton, and the $160,000 damages claimed by the bank 
of the United States, were ordered to be printed. 

Also, 500 extra copies of the report from the war 
department, respecting pension agencies. 

The senate then adjourned till Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Friday, Jan. 26. The first business in order 
was the motion of Mr. Garland of Virginia, to re- 
consider the adverse report on the establishment of 
a district court of the United States, at Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. The report was reconsidered, and 

On motion of Mr. Lawler, 

The subject was committed to the committee on 
the Judiciary, Mr. L. intimating that his desire 
was to name some other point for the considera- 
tion of the committee. 

Mr. Rariden, from the committee on private 
land claims, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Stafford an@the other heirs at law of Joseph Staf- 
ford of the revolutionary line of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Rariden asked leave to offer the following 
resolution, which was read. 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to furnish 
such members of the present house of representa- 
tives as have not received the same under former 
orders with the following books, to be paid for out 
of the contingent fund of this house, being such as 
have been supplied to members of the last and pre- 
ceding congress, viz: 

The Diplomatic Correspondence, The Documen- 
tary History of the Revolution, The Land Laws, 
American State Papers, Register of Debates, Con- 
tested Elections, and Commercial Regulations, El- 
liott’s Debates, and Elliott’s Diplomatic Code— 

But nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to authorize the reprinting of either of the above 
works. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. R. moved a suspension of the rule, which 
was agreed to—yeas 129, nays not counted. 

Mr. Cushman called for the yeas and nays on 
agreeing tothe resolution, which were ordered. 

Mr. Haynes thought that some of these books 
had never been furnished to old members. 

Mr. McKay would be glad to know from the gen- 
tleman who offered this resolution, if there was not 
a proviso attached to the bill making appropriations 
for the contingent expenses, expressly prohibiting 
any portion of the expenditure to be made there- 
from, except for the ordinary purposes of the house. 
If that be the case, this resolution was not in order, 
because it would be necessary to make a new ap- 
propriation, which must be considered in commit- 
tee of the whole. 

In reference to the merits of the resolution he 
said it was a practice which,if not put a stop to, 
would form an indefinite claim upon the treasury, 
for there would always be new members, and they 
would claim copies of all the books ever given to 
members of the old congresses. He was not pre- 
pared to say what expense this resolution involved, 
but he supposed somewhere about forty or fifty 
thousand asa. ; : 

Mr. Briggs understanding that it had never been 

iven to members before, moved to strike out El- 
Hott’s Diplomatic Code.” 

Mr. Rariden only desired to include the same 
books given heretofore to the old members. 
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Mr. Everett, thought that book had been one of 
the number. 

Mr. McKay adverted to the Documentary Hist- 
ory as represented to have been supplied to former 
meinbers, which was not the case, for not a single 
copy had been furnished to them. The rosolution, 
therefore, stated what in point of fact, was not 
true. 

Mr. Tillinghast contended that, if the resolution 
embraced the same books heretofore ordered, it was 
not material whether the books had been received 
or not. It was butrightand fair that the new mem- 
bers should be placed on the same footing as the 
old. If it was proper for the nation to furnish 
books to its legislators, it was only right that all 
should be furnished equally, and if there was any 
difference, it should be in favor of the new mem- 
bers, who might be supposed to be more in want of 
them than the old. 

Mr. Briggs understanding that the ‘Diplomatic 
Code”’ was included in the former resolution, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. Rariden sent tothe clerk’s table a resolution 
including that work, but, on referring to the pro- 
ceedings of the house upon it, it appears to have 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Briggs therefore renewed his amendment. 

Mr. Bronson, in reply to Mr. McKay, remarked 
that the contingent appropriation bill had not been 
passed, and therefore they were not tied up by the 
proviso alluded to. 

Mr. Cambreleng apprehended his colleague was 
mistaken if he thought the proviso would not be 

assed by the house, unless the present congress 
differed very essentially in opinion from the two 
former congresses. It had been invariably intro- 
duced into each bill for the last four years, and was 
designed to correct what Mr. C. considered a grow- 
ing abuse, of paying matters entirely foreign to it, 
out of the contingent fund, The same proviso was 
in the bill reported this session, and he_ believed 
would be again sanctioned by the house. Whether 
the books were purchased or not, he did hope that 
appropriations of this character would not be charg- 
ed upon the contingent fund of the house, by which 
it had been enormously increasing, from year to 
year, by the action of the house itself. If this ap- 
propriation were made, let it be done by law in 
the usual way. 

Mr. Bond expressed his surprise that the house 
should suspend its rutes, and set aside all its busi- 
ness, for the purpose of considering a rgsotution of 
this kind; a resolution looking alone tothe person- 
al benefit of the members. He strenuously oppos- 
ed the measure, and asked if the house was aware 
of the expense it involved? When the former reso- 
lution was under consideration, he recollected that 
a then member from Tennessee, (Mr..Cave John- 
son,) made a calculation demonstrating that it was 
about one thousand dollars to each member, in the 
aggregate upwards of one hundred thousand dollars. 
Mr. B. insisted that they had no right, in the pre- 
sent exhausted state of the treasury, thus to give to 
themselves the people’s money; and if congress 
had committed a mistake originally, they ought to 
correct it. ; ie 

Mr. Boon had voted against this project origin- 
ally, but having received the books under the for- 
mer resolution, he thought it would hardly be fair 
to witbhold that from the new members which he 
had once receive’ the benefit of. He thought, how- 
ever it ought to be restricted to the present mem- 


bers, those now in the seats or otherwise, in case of 


death or vacancy, several copies might be furnish- 
ed for the representation of a single district. 

On the subject of an exhausted or bankrupt trea- 
sury, which had been brought into review, Mr. B. 
trusted that those who had voted for the suspension 
of the fourth instalment of deposite with the states 
would not be again questioned for it, when they 
were now told (by Mr. Bond) by those who com- 
plained of that suspension, that the treasury was 
absolutely bankrupt, for if such was its condition, 
there was nothing to pay it with. 

Mr. B. added that he wontd move an amendment 
to the effect he had indicated. 

The Chair remarked that it would not be in or- 
der till the pending amendment had been disposed 

of. 
. Mr. Rariden inquired of Mr. Bond, if under the 
influence of the opinions he had expressed, he had 
allowed himself to accept the books ordered under 
the formerresolutions of the house. 

Mr. Bond would state frankly, that the books 
having been sent to his lodgings, he had sent them 
home. and should do so again, unless under some 
oooral order to return them, which he should wil- 
lingly vield obedience to; still he was opposed to 
the principle, always had been, and should continue 
to be so, 





Mr. Rariden had, to the best of his belief, inserted 
no book in the resolution which had not been order- 
ed before. 

Mr, Tillinghast was in favor of equality in regard 
to sources of information furnished at the public 
expense. He held it to be for the interest of the 
constituents that the representatives should be in 
possession of the acts and doings of the govern- 
ment at all periods. 

Mr. Williams of Kentucky, sent the following 
amendment to the table, giving notice that he should 
nove it when the present amendment was disposed 
of. 

“* Resolved, That the late members of the house of 
representatives of the 23d and 24th congress, who have 
received, or are entitled to receive books, under the reso- 
luttons of the 23d and 24th congress, are hereby direct- 
ed and required to place them in the library of congress 
for the use of their successors, who shall have the right 
to use them whilst members, and during the sessions of 
congress, and who shall replace them in the library for 
the use of their successors; and said books shall be thus 
kept for the use of the members of the house of repre 
sentatives, and to be used and replaced in the library 
of congress from time to time as aforesaid. [The books 
were named in the amendment.] 

Mr. McKay raised the question of order, that 
this resolution, involving a distinct appropriation of 
money, should be committed to a committee of the 
whole house. 

The Chair ruled against the point, but said that 
it might be used as an argument to the house. 


M-. McKay contended that no proposition for | 
paying money could be authorized without being | 


committed. The fact of the contingent bill not be- 
ing passed, rather strengthened his point. 

Mr. McK’s remarks were interrupted by the spe- 
cial order, being the case of the Mississippi elec- 
tion. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
Mississippi election case, the question pending be- 
ing as follows: 

Mr. Bronson moved the following resolution: 

Reeolved, 'That Messrs. 8S. 8S. Prentiss and T. J. 
Word are not members of the 25th congress, and are 
not entitled to their seats in the house as such. 

The question pending being on motion of Mr. 
Bell, who on yesterday moved to amend by striking 
out all excepting the word ** Resolved,” and inserting 


as follows: ‘That the resolution of this house of the | 


3d October last, declaring that Samuel J. Gholson 
and John F.H. Claiborne were duly elected mem- 
bers of the 25th congress, was agreed to without a 
knowledge of all the facts which were material to a 
correct decision of the questiou presented, and the 
same is hereby rescinded.” 

Resolved further, ‘That Messrs. Prentiss and Word 
were duly elected members ef the 25th congress from 
the state of Mississippi, in November last, and are en- 
titled to take their seais as such. 

Mr. Pennybacker resumed and concluded his re- 
imarks from yesterday, in reply to Mr. Prentiss. He 
entered into an elaborate and critical examination 
of the arguments adduced by the latter, and con- 
tended that there was not the slightest ground where- 
on the contestants could rest their claim. [Want 
of room prevents our giving even an outline of his 
speech. ] 

Mr. Murray rose and stated, that it had been 
his intention to submit some remarks upon ‘is 
question, but, as there appeared to be some cils- 
position to take the question, he would now vield 
the floor, if it was to be understood that the debate 
was here to close. If any other gentleman had a 
desire of addressing the house, they wou!d intimate 
their intention now; and, if no gentleman did so, 
he would yield and perinit the question to be taken. 

Mr. Bronson said, as a member of the commit- 
tee of elections, he shonld feel it to be his duty to 
address a few remarks to the house, before the 
question should be taken. He should promise, how- 
ever, that his remarks should be brief. 

Mr. Legare, also intimated his intention of 2d- 
dressing the honse for a short time. 

Mr. Maury then declared his determination to 
make some remarks on the subject, but gave way 
to 

Mr. Shields, on whose motion, 

The house adjourned, 

Saturday, Jan. 27. Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, 
asked leave to oiler a resolution on the subject of 
title to certain lands in Louisiana; but objection 
being made, he moved to suspend the rule to make 
way for that question; but the house refused to 
suspend. 

Reports from committees were then called for 
and made from several committees. The house 
morning hour of yesterday, which was the resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. Rariden, of Indiana, on the sub- 


ject of supplying the new members with certain | ly’s imprisonment, 





| 


| 


—__—— 
books. He modified it, at the suggestion of Mi; 
Briggs, so as to read as follows: : ; 
 Kesloved, That the clerk be directed to furnish syc} 
members of the present house of representatives .. 
have not received the same under former orders. «,. 
who shall, in writing, notify the clerk of their wis} 
have them, with the following books, to be paid for out 
of the contingent fund of this house, being such ‘ne 
have been supplied to members of the last and prece. 
ding congress, viz. the Diplomatic Correspondence ‘the 
Documentary History of the Revolution, the Land 
Laws, American State Papers, Register of Debates 
Contesied Elections, and Commercial Regulations and 
Elliott’s Debates. But nothing herein contained : hall 
be construed to authorize the reprinting of either of the 
above works.” 

Mr. Sherrod Williams moved to amend this reso. 
lution, as follows: 

** Resolved, That the late members of the house of 
representatives of the 23d and 2ith congress, who have 
received, or are entitled to reccive books under the yp. 
solutions of the 23d and 24th congress, are hereby i. 
rected and required to place them in the library of 0, 
gress, for the use of theirsuccessors, who shall have ti 
right to use them whilst members, and during the gee. 
sions of congress, and who shall replace them in the 
library for the use of their successors; and said bool. 
shall be thus kept for the use cf the members cf j}y 
house of representatives, and to be used and rep; 
in the library of congress from time to time as ator. 
said.” [The books were named in the amendmen, 

After a desultory conversation in which Mr, 
Williams strenuously opposed the resolution, Mr. 
Rariden defended it, and Mr. Mercer gave an oe. 
count of what had been done in the way of fur- 
nishing members with books at former sessions of 
congress. 

Mr. Morgan, of Virginia, moved the previous 
question. 

The House sustained the motion; the previous 
question was put and carried, and the resolution, as 
inodified by the mover, was adopted— yeas 112, nays 
71. , 

The house then passed, at one o’cleck, to the 
special order of the day, which was the contest d 
Mississippi election. 

Previous to any debate on it— 

Mr. lioward, chairman of the committee on for- 
eign relations, gave notice that, as soon as the con- 
sideration of the subject of the election siientd 
have been brought to a close, he should invite the 
attention of the house to the bill from the senate 
furtber to secure the neutrality of the frontier. 

Mr. Maury, of Tennessee, who ha: the floor { 


os 
| 
Atidl 


ito 


iceg 


{ ; 
i it 


' yesterday, resumed it, but. after a very few re- 


marks, in favor of the menmbers elect, Meesis. 
Prentiss and Word, observed that, as he was aware 
the house was eager to have the subject disposed 
of, and as enough had had been said fully to pres 
the argument in favor of those gentlemen, he should 
waive his privilege of addressing the house ct 
Jarre, as he had at first contemplated ; and there- 
upon resumed his seat. 

Tir. Brousom,of New York, then teck the floor, 
and went ct large into the vaiions heads of argument 
which had previously been advanced in this disers- 
sion; insisting, both on legal ard constitutio: al 
grounds, on the right of the sitting membas, 
Messrs. Gholson and Claitcrac, to retain their scat 
under the decision of the house at the called si ssicn. 
He continned to speak until near 4 o’clock, when 
he gave wev ter a motion to acjourn ; and thereuy on 

The i.ouse .journed, 


Moaad. . Jan. 29. The Speaker laid befcre t! e 
Ho: -e .o .ollowing message from the president ol 
the i'nited States, received on Saturday last: 


Lo ine House of Representatives of the Untied Staics: 
[ herewith communicate to the house of rep 
sentatives a report from the secretary of state. wilh 

accompanying decuments, in answer to their: 
lution of the 9th instant 
M. VAN BUREN. 
WASHINGTON, Jen. £€, 1288. 
40 the President of the United Stetes : 
DEPARTMENT OF ETATE. 
Washington, Jan. 25, i252. 
The secretary of state, to whom hes been referred 
a resolution of the house of re pres¢ tative gS, dated 
the 9th insianf, regue efing the preside ntfo ccm- 
municate tothat body “what measures. if any, have 
have been taken by the exccutive for the release ¢! 
Mr. Greely, a citizen of Maine, now imprisoned in 
the provincial jail of New Brunswick. at Freder- 
ickton, for an alleged violation of the jurisdiction 


al 


of said province, over the territory claimed by te 


. | British government; and also to com municete er) 
then proceeded to the unfinished business of the | 


corresponcence which the executive de partment 
may bave had with the British government, or the 
executive of Maine, upon the subject cf said Gree- 
so far as a communication of the 
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Ni. came may be deemed by him not incompatible with The Mississippi Election. : Mr. Loomis gave notice of his intention to offer 

Mr, A public interest.” The house then took up the special order, being | an amendment to tlie senate bill for the preservation 

—% And likewise requesting the president, if not in- the contested election, pending the amendment of | of neutral relations, now in committee of the 

“pa compatible with the public interests, to communi-| Mr. Bell to the resolution of Mr. Bronson. whole, which he moved be printed; and it was or- 

and cate to that house ‘‘any correspondence or commu-} Mr. Bronson resumed the floor in defence of his dered to be printed accordingly. 

sh to nication held between the government of the Uni-/| resolution, and against the proposed amendment.| After the reception of reports from standing 

r out ted States and that of Great Britain, at different After he had closed his aryument, committees, Mr. W..C. Johnson, frem the select 

h as times, respecting the wardenship, occupation, or| Mr. Jenifer, of Maryland, rose to address the | committee to whom the memorial of the sergeant- 

eCe- actual possession of that part of the territory of the | house, on the other side; but offered to yield the | at-arms of the house of the lith of January was 

the state of Maine which is claimed by Great Britain’’—| floor if the house wished to take the question. | referred, made the following report : 

— has the honor to report to the president the accom-| Other gentlemen, however, intimating a wish to| That, in pursuance of the orders of the house, 

tes, anying documents, which embrace the informa-| offer some remarks, he proceeded, in reply to| they proceed to examine the books and papers of 

<5 aan and correspondence, not heretofore published | Messrs. Foster and Bronson. the bank of the Metropolis, and of the sergeant-at- 

the by congress, called for by the above cited resolu- Mr. Robertson, of Virginia, followed on the same | arms. This examination resulted in the discovery, a 
{jon. . side. He contended that, if the sitting members } as the committee unanimously believe, that, at the ie 

e80- respectfully submitted. were legally elected to this congress, there had | close of the late extra session of congress, an un- ag 

JOHN FORSYTIL. | now appeared better claimants, under a new state ‘intentional error was committed at the bank in pay- 13 

© of . € Mai ' t of facts. He replied at length to the arguments of ing in gross and in specie the checks of the speaker ie. 

have Mr. Evans, of Maine, moved to Ae the Sytodo the gentlemen on the other side, and contended for the | for the pay of the members. a 
sideration of this communication until Thurs- | >. : "aad oe ’ Tr ee : is a: 

c Ie cons! , right of Messrs. Prentiss and Word to the seats} The opinion of the committee, that there is in iw 

V di- day next, upon which day he hoped the house they claim. He was for adhering strictly to the lex | the bank $3,886 71 to which the sergeant-at-arms ae | 

COl- would permit fin ate opportunity of saying a few parliementaria in this case. 7 is entitled, has been communicated to the board of : a 

the words in relation to the subject. a Mr. &. having concluded, Mr. Legare took the | directors, and they have paid the sum promptly to " tf 

— ‘The motion al Mr. ety prevailed. = floor, and asked for an adjournment, proposing, | Mr. Dorsey. tae 

“‘ _ tne ee, tre oe and ees - egates | hereafter, to address the house upon the pending} The committee are much indebted to the board fy ae 

ah froin the Blais oat ei Arter ee vata benh interes: resolution. of directors for the use of a room in their banking- 1 oo 

ur on Monday last, came ere ; | Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, asked for the yeas | house to conduct their examination, and ask the ee 

fore. Hes eho Rielly yn dhe rs had | and nays upon the question of adjournment which | house to discharge them from the further consid- t 3 

et moved, on Monday last, to lay on the table; this | RIG i ERY eration of the subject. De 

Mr. notion was then rejected. Mr. Hopkins, ot Vir- | And the house adjourned. The speaker \aid before the house letters from the ‘ 

Mr. ginia, had moved to reconsider that motion; and_ ; secretary of war, accompanied with sundry docu- ‘ 

at. tnis last inotion was pending when the subject was} Tuesday, Jan. 30. After the reception of reports. ments, containing the information called for by the i 

WA dropped last week. On motion of Mr. Lincolin, it was. Pid house on the 6th of December, ultimo, in relation f 

8 of Mr. Lverett being about to address the house on} Resolved, That the committee on public buildings Py 


he | to orders and instructions given to military com- 
- ' > Chai Cj as -and grounds be instructed to cause the walls of the jate ‘ : ‘» co 
this motion, the Chair decided that it was not a) ee Se pig tee b eval 1 examined py | Manders in Florida to raise troops, to call out mili- 
. debateable question, inasmuch as the vote propos- | post office building to be surveyed ana examinec DY 


ed to be reconsidered was upon a motion which | Some skilful architect, for the purpose of deterinining tia, and to accept volunteers to suppress Indian hos- 


‘the provriety of their immediate removal, or of repairing | tilities, &c. 
was not debateable. Mr. Everett took an appeal the prcprety of their imme nthe 5 


" 





lous . s asiaaie Clee Chath eet withdrew Ie cat. | and re-consiructing the building; and if the latter, to con- Also, transmitting a report of the chief engineer, 
1, as fron the ‘decision of the chatr, put W Few it sad-' sider the appropriate uses to which it may be adapted |in reference to the erection of fences or guard 
ays sequently, requesting: to have that decision enter- | ond applied fur the accommodation of cither of the de- posts where they may be necessary on the Cumber- 
; edon the jouraal. ‘Phe Speaker said that it would | partments of the government. land road. 
the be doae. Mr. L£verrett demanded the yeas and) Mr. Sinith, from the committee on commerce, Also, transmitting a communication from the 
sted nays on the question of reconsideration, which | gave notice that he would on to-morrow call up the | commissioner of Indian affairs, accompanied by a 
were ordered; and the’ inmotion to reconsider pre-| 5ij) from the senate to prevent the explosions of | statement of all persons employed in the Indian 
vailed by the following vote—yeas 121, nays $2. | steamboat boilers. branch of the public service, prepared in obedience 
for- The question enrete the wotion to lay the| The house then preceeded to the consideration of | to the 13th section of the act of June 30, 1834, or- 
on. | memorial on the table, Mr, Lulmore deinanded the the unfinished business of the morning hour, which ganizing the Indian department. 
n yeas and n ys On the motion to lay the inemorial On | was the resolution of Mr. Adams calling fora trans- Also, a letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
tise ., tae t ible ; whien Deity ordered, the question WaS | lation of Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet, with Mr How- transmitting a report Of the Commiccione? of the 
note | decided in the airnative by the lollowing vote : ard’s motion to amend it by striking out so much of general land office, containing the information 
_ YuAS—AMessrs. Ander mn A Andrews, Atherton, | the ‘resolution as calls for the name of the foreign | called for by the house on the 11th instant, in rela- 
rom Beaty, Berrae, bicknes, -perwned B Pe pg minister whe communicated a copy of that pam-|tion to the amount of public lands that have been 
re on ad, oe wasp Aire hut Gare, pf we, oe phlet to the American secretary of state, sold, the proceeds, quantity surveyed and ofiered 
mr Valitvoa, Cambreloag, “imoihy. gee acon: na On this resolution Mr. Cushing wes entitled to} for sale, &e. 
ke ney, Chap nt 1, Uley, U eveland, Ulowney, oles, - h , till indisnosed fr Ad . ] ti P . .’ ti t ! 2G ‘ 
rare Ujanor, Craig, Crary, Cashman, Dawson, Davee, the floor but, as he pete Ht indisposea, : Mr. Adams’s resolution in relation to the JOTOS- 
sed ') incan, Edwards, Elimore, Farrington, Fairtield, Fos- Mr. Howard moved that the subject be postponed | tiza pampblet, being in order, was further sustained 
sent ter, ry, Gallup, Gaolson, Glascock, J. Graham, Grant- | until to-morrow. i _ | by the mover, until the expiration of the hour. 
ond latid, Grant, Grithn, Haley, Ha umond, furrison, Mr. Adams arose and spoke in opposition to this The house again resumed the consideration of 
» at Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins,| motion, but before he had concluded bis remarks, | the Mississippi contested election, the question a 
ere- | Howard, tubley, T. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, J. the hour devoted to morning business expired, and pending being as follows: 


Jobuson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Klingen-| the house proceeded to the consideration of the Mr. Bronson moved the following resolution : 
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motion ; which were ordered, and were—years 190 
nays 19. . 

So a call of the house was ordered, and was pro- 
ceeded in for some time, the names of the absen- 
tees called over, and all excused but four, when 

Mr. Bronson moved that all further proceedings 
in the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. Wise asked for the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 122, 
nays 98. 

o the further proceedings on the call were dis- 
pensed with, and the question recurring upon se- 
conding the motion for the previous question, tel- 
lers being ordered, it was decided in the negative— 
ayes 107, noes 111. 

So there was no second. 

Mr. Haynes then briefly addressed the house in 
support of the sitting members. 

Mr. Wise called for a division of the question on 
the amendment, so as to take the question sepa- 
rately on the latter part of the amendment of the 
gantleman from Tennessee. 

The Chair stated that the motion to strike out 
and insert was not divisible by the rule. 

Mr. Bell, then withdrew the latter part of his 
amendment. 

Mr. Cushman then called for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment of Mr. Bell; which were order- 
ed, and were—yeas 119, nays 112, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, 
Briggs, William B. Dathoust John Calhoon, Wil- 
Po Campbell, William B. Carter, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Clowney, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlingion, Dawson, Da- 
vies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Filmore, Rice Garland, 
Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grantland, 
Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Har- 

ver, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, William Herod, Ogden 
lotiman, George W. Hopkins, Robert M. T.. Hunter, 
Jenefer, Henry Johnson, W. C. Johnson, Lawler, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, James M. 
ason, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, 
McKennon, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell 
Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ozle, 
Patterson, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Potts, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Richardson, 
a Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Au- 
gustine Hf. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 
S.,White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Chris- 
topher H. Wiiliams, Wise, and York—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton; 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brod- 
head, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambre- 
Jeng, John Campbell, T. J. Carter, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Cilley, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, De Graff, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac F'letch- 
er, Foster, Fry, Gallop, James Garland, Glascock, 

yrant, Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Wil- 
liam H. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Jazeb 
Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Kem- 
ble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, 
Martin, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Mc- 
Clure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, 
Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Penny- 
backer, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, 
Reily, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Spencer, 
Stuart, Taylor, ‘Thomas, ‘Titus, Toucey, ‘Turney, Vail, 
Vanderveer, Wagoner, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T'. 
Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthington and 
Yell—112, 

So the amendment was agreed to; and the ques- 
tion recurring upon the amendment as amended— 

Mr. Howard rose and remarked that they had 
arrived at a stage in the seproceedings at which he 
wished to pause, and wished the house to pause, 
in order to see in what direction they should next 

shape their course. He would not question the 
validity of the decision just made; but so much 
doubt hung upon the whole subject, that he had 
taken into his serious consideration the suggestion 
thrown out yesterday, by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Mason) to send the election back to the 
people. 

After some further remarks, Mr. H. submitted a 
proposition to that effect, as an amendment to the 
amendment just adopted. 

Mr. Thompson of South Carolina rose, and stated 
that he was requested to announce that Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word, members elect from the State 
of Mississippi, were now in attendence before the 
house, and were ready to be qualified. 

The Chair informed the gentleman that the house 
had adopted no resolution. It had adopted an 
amendment, but had adopted no resolution in rela- 
tion to this matter. 

Mr. McKay stated that he had voted for the 


cause he believed the election, held in the state of 
Mississippi, in July last, was not in conformity 
with the constitution of the United States. He 
further stated that it was not his intention, by that 
vote, to give the seats vacated to the members here 
claiming seats. He was of the same opinion ex- 
presssc on yesterday by the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia; and he was in favor of sending back to the 
people of Mississippi the whole matter. Mr. McK. 
went on and brieffy explained his view of the con- 
stitutional question. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. Belt, Cam- 
breleng and Thompson, 

Mr. Owens moved that the house adjourn: Jost. 

Mr. Williams of Kentucky moved the previous 
question, but the house refused to second it—ayes 
95, noes 119. 

Mr. Briggs called for the yeas and nays on the 
amendmend of the gentleman from Maryland: which 
were ordered. 

Mr. Howard, at the suggestion of Mr. McKay, 
modified his amendment by declaring that Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word were not duly elected. 

Mr. McKay suggested that the gentleman modify 
his amendment so as to declare that Messrs. Pren- 
tiss and Word are not duly elected members of the 
25th congress. 

Mr. Howard modified his amendment as follows: 
‘** And that Messrs. Prentiss and Word are not enti- 
tled to seats in this house as members of the 25th 
congress; and that their seats be declared vacated, 
and the speaker of this house inform the governor 
of Mississippi of that fact.” 

Mr. Thompson then moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out all after the names of Messrs. 
‘‘Prentiss and Word,’”? and substitute the words 
‘‘are duly elected, but are not entitled to seats.” 

After some remarks by Mr. Tillinghast— 

Mr. Thompson withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Bell moved an adjournment. Lost without 
a division. 

Mr. Pation made a few remarks in opposition to 
the amendinent of the gentleman from Maryland! 

Messrs. Haynes and Glascock supported the 
amendment in a few remarks, and it was opposed 
by Messrs. Pope and Underwood. 

On motion of Mr. Underwood, 

The House then adjourned. 


Thursday, Feb.1. Mr. dthett called the atlen- 
tion of the chair to the omission of his name in the 
vote of yesterday, on the amendment of Mr. Bell on 
the Mississippi electioncase. Mr. R. had voted in 
the negative, and the bouse directed the correction 
to be made, thereby making the result—yeas, 119, 
nays 1138. 

Reports from committees were then called for, 
and after several had been presented for the relief 
of individuals, the house resumed the consideration 
of the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Adams on the 18th ult: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to conmimunicate to this house a copy 
and translation of the pamphlet, in the Spanish 
language, stated in the report of the secretary of 
state to this house to have been printed and circu- 
lated by the late minister for the republic of Mexi- 
co, Gorostiza, before his departure from this coun- 
try,and the name of the diplomatic functionary 
from a foreign government who communicated a 
copy of said pamphlet to the secretary of state. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Howard to strike out all that part relating to the 
name of the diplomatic functionary, after the word 
“country,” in the eighth line. 

Mr. Adams who was entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded with his remarks upon the resolution until 
the expiration of the morning hour, when 

The Chair anuounced the special order of the day. 

Mr. Jenifer made an unsuccessful effort to induce 
the house to take up on their first and second read- 
ing, sundry bills from the senate lying on the 
speaker’s table, merely for their commitment to the 
appropriate committees. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
Mississippi election case, the question being on the 
amended resolution of Mr. Bell, adopted by the 
house yesterday. 

‘‘Resolved, That the resolution of this house of 
the 3d of October last, declaring that Samuel J. 
Gholson and John F. H. Claiborne were duly elect- 
ed members of the 25th congress, be rescinded, 
and that Messrs. Gholson and Claiborne are not 
duly elected members of the 25th congress.” 
The question pending was on the following 
amendment of Mr. Howard: 

«And that Messrs. Prentiss and Word are not 
entitled to seats in this house as members of the 
25th congress, and that their seats be declared va- 
cated, and that the speaker of this house inform the 





amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, be- | 


governor of Mississippi of that fact.” 





tae 

Mr, Underwood being entitled to thé You i, 
gave way to 

Mr. Howard, who modified his amendment as 
follows: 

Resolved, That Samuel 8. Prentiss and Thomag 
J. Word are not members of the twenty-fifth eop. 

ress,” 
Mr. H. said, if that amendment should be agreeg 
to by the house, he should then move the followin 
as an addition: B 

‘‘Resolved, That the speaker of this house do 
communicate a copy of the above resolutions to the 
governor of the state of Mississippi.” 

Mr. Underwood again gave way to 

Mr. Pope who read, and stated his intention {, 
submit the following amendment: 

“And further resolved, That Archibald Yell j, 
not entitled to a seat in this house, as a member of 
the twenty-fifth congress, and that the seat of the 
representative from the state of Arkansas be, anq 
the same is hereby, declared to be vacant, and that 
the speaker of this house inform the governor ef 
the state of Arkansas of that fact.” 

The Chair remarked that the proposition being 
ona subject having no connection with that under 
consideration, was not in order. 

The question being then propounded on the 
amendment of Mr. Howard as modified— 

Mr. Underwood inquired of the Chair if the ques- 
tion was not susceptible of division, of Striking 
out and inserting, as he had reason to believe the 
chair had reviewed his decision in the negative 
last night. 

The Chair stated that since the adjournment of 
the house last evening, he bad conferred with thie 
gentleman from Kentucky himself, with a member 
from Massachusetts and others, and had carefully 
reviewed his decision, which had been hastily 
given. His opinion was based upon the ‘Parlia- 
mentary Manual,” but the forty-first rule of the 
house laid downa different doctrine, and by another 
rule of the house it was provided that the **Mann- 
al’? should he the law, where it did not conflict 
with the rules. The rule, therefore, baving the 
preference, the chair accordingly now decided tliat 
the question was susceptible of division. 

Some conversation ensued between the Chair 
and Mr. Bell as to an incidental point of order; but 
no action grew ont of it. 

Mr. Underwood then proceeded to address the 
house in opposition to Mr. Howard’s amendment, 
and against sending the election back to the peo- 
people of Mississippi. 

Mr. Cilley followed in reply. 

Mr. Roberison moved to strike out the word 
“not,” in Mr. Howard’s amendment, so as to declare 
affirmatively that Messrs. Prentiss and Word were 
entiiled to their seats. 

Mr. Tillinghast then spoke at length in support 
of Messrs. Prentiss and Word, and against returning 
the election to the people. 

Mr. Mason of Virginia gave his reasons at length 
for the course he advocated some days since, for 
sending the election back. 

Mr. Menefee replied to Mr. Mason, and insisted 
that Messrs. Prentiss and Word were the duly 
elected members. 

Mr. White of Indiana was in favor of a reference 
of the case back to the people, and gave the rea- 
sons of his opinion at length. 

Mr. Howard explained the effect of his amend- 
ment, which was to negative the claims of all the 
parties, and send the election back. 

Mr. While moved an adjournment: lost—ayes 80, 
noes 104. 

Mr. Prentiss replied to Messrs. Mason and 
White, and argued at length against the proposi- 
tion of reference to the people. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, 

The house then adjourned. 





—_ 


Michigan.—Some interesting facts, as to the pro- 
gress of agriculture in the new state of Michigan, 
are given in a Jate number of the Detroit Free 
Press. It appears that an account of the wheat 
and other small grain produced in the state during 
the past year, was taken by authority, along with 
the census of the population just completed. We 
learn from this that there were grown in Michigan 
last year, of wheat, in round numbers, 1,500,000 
bushels; of corn. 1,000,000 bushels; and of oats, 
1,400,000 bushels. The population is stated at 
178,398 souls. 


Ohio.—A report and resolution have been adopt- 
ed by the legislature of this state, now in session, 


solemnly protesting, in the name and on the behalf 
people of Ohio, against the annexation of 


of the 
Texas to the United States. 
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